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Chriſtians Strength: | 


A plain dif 3 ated ofthe minhes 1 
and invincible power, that all Be- | 


lievers receive through the gift 
of the SPIRIT. 


| Firſt held forth in two Sermons , on AR. 1.8. and | 
after publiſhed for the inſtruction and uſe of thoſe | 
that are ſpiritual, Anno 1645. 5 


By WILLIAM DELL, 


Miniſter of the Goſpel of I Es us Cu R1S . 
at Telden in the County of Bedford. 


— — 


1 Cor. 4. t 9. 20, 1 will come to ou. ſhortly if the Lord will, and will know | 
not the ſpeech of them that are puffed up, but the power. 

For the Kingdom of God 55 not in mord but in power. 22 

2 Tim. 3.5. Having a form of Godlineſs, but denying the power 5 it? 
from ſuch turn away. J 75 


London, Printed for Hen.Cripps and Lod.Llydn 2 75 
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| To the Right Honorable the 
Lady Er1zaszTn Counteſs 


of BULLINGBROOK. 


= 


} 
Right Honourable , | 
Ne form of Godlineſs, is very common in 


AF hf dayes of ours; but the power of it, is 
WS very rare, How few perſons, ſhall we 
MA fnde in the viſible Church, who live 
and att in the ſtrength of God? But ge- 
nv ISL nelly, men do, what ever they do, in their 
own ſtrength, and that not onely in humane things, but in 
divine. How ſeldom do we ſee , either in Miniſters or 
Chriſtians , in the diſcharge of their duties in their ſeve- 
ral places, more then the power of men? The greateſt 
part by far, not onely of thoſe who are called Chriſtians, 
but alſo of forward Profeſſors, being ignorant what it ws, 
to be ſtrengthened with might in the inner man, ac- 
cording to the glorious power of the great God. 
How little is there (among all our plenty) of that preaching, 
which is not in the plauſible words of mans wiſdom, but in 
the demonſtration of the Spirit aud Power * How few | 
Congregations (among the many that are in the King- 
dom) are gathered together in the Spirit and Power of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? How few of thoſe Chriſtians are 
there, in whom is the exceeding greatneſs of Gods 
power, together with the effectual working of it ? But 
the form of Godlineſs, & nom become, almoſt the co- 
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vering of all fleſh, aud in theſe dayes of light and know · 
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1 The Epiſtle Pedicatory. 


ledge, it is accounted by all (that are not down-right A- 
theiſts) a great ſhame , not to ſeem to be religious. And 
when men, aud families, and Congregations , are gotten 
into thu form, they think themſelves both ſafe Jt hap- | 
py, as being near the- ſuburbs of the Kingdom of God, and 
cloſe Neighbours to the Saints. And this form of godli- 
neſs, 4s it isof very eaſie compliance with fleſh and blood, 
in this particular, in that according to this, men onely make 
their actions new, retaining ſtill their old natures, ſo 
't is alſo of great credit and eſteem , with carnal Goſpel-: 
lers. Br the ſpiritual man judgeth all things, and yer 
he himſelf is judged of no man: and he being partater 
of the power of God himſelf , can in ſome meaſure diſcern 
both the preſence and want of it in others, both which he 
knows in his own experience. | | 

Now this form of godlineſs, 4, when men are godly 
| without God, and anoynted without Chriſt, and regenerate| 
not having the Spirit; that is, when they have à ſem- 
blance ae, but not the thing it ſelf : a ſemblance of 
grace, retaining their old natures. And ſuch Chriſtians 
as theſe , perform ſpiritual duties, with natural ſtrength, 
heavenly duties, with earthly ſtrength, the works of God, 
with the power of men. In the Religion of theſe men, 
there is the ourward duty done, and it may be very ſpecionſ- 
ly and plaufibly, but there is none of Chriſt, nor the Spirit 
in the duty. There is their own working towards God, 
which is faint and faithleſs, and not Gods own working 
in them RET which is lively and mighty : and 
all the religious acis they do are onely their own operations, 
| and not the operations of God in them. x7 

This form of godlineſs, how pleaſing ſoever it be to 
a mans ſelf, and of what reckoning ſoever-with others, 
who are like himſelf, yet is indeed, of very evil and wo- 
ful conſequence, whether we regard the doings or 
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lies down in his own ſhame. 


Fal, and not the ſame power to ſupport him under thoſe 


ſufferings , anto which this form neceſſarily engages. 

For fir when men by occaſion of this form are called 
forth to do the great works of Cod, and yet are deſtitute of 
the power of Cod, their duties are above their ſtrength, 
and their ſtrength bears no proportion to their duties. And 
ſo ſooner or later, meeting with difficulties, they faint, and 
languiſh as a Snail , their works being too high ſor their 
faculties. For nature being ſtrained above its power, and 
offering at that which is beyond its abilities, by degrees 
grows weary, and returns to its old temper again. And 
he that ſonght that glory which was not his own, at laſt 


Again, the form of godlineſs expoſes a man to thoſe 
evils, that are incident to the faithful becauſe of godli- 
neſs. Now when a man hath the ſame evils, with the faith- 


evils ; when men have the ſame evils in the fleſh, but not 
the ſame power in the Spirit, the ſame burthens on their 
onlders, but not the ſame everlaſting arms «nderneath 
them, they fall ſadly and deſperately, to the great ſcandal 
of the ways of God, . 
However , if men be not called forth, to ſuch eminent 
doings and ſufferings, and ſo ſcape ſuch manifeſt diſco- 
veries and downfals : yet the form of godlineſs, hath this 
evil in it, That it brings a man onely to the troubleſome 
part of Religion, but not to the comfortable; it engages 
4 man in the ſame duties with the godly , but ſupplies bom 
not with the ſame ſtrength, it involves him in the 
| ſame bitterneſs of fleſh , but doth not furniſh him with 
the ſame joy of Spirit. For as ſuch a mans Religion, doth 
not reach above fleſh and blood, no more doth his ſtrength 
and comforts. And ſo he performs duties at alow rate; 
yea and his bare and empty form, caſts a black wail 


and 


| 


upon Religion, and utterly obſcures its beauty, and glory, 
; A 
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© The Epiſtle Dedicarory. = 
and makes the world judge meanly of it, and to think it a 


matter only of ſingularity and humour, and not of power. 
Whereas when a Chriſtian walks in the ſtrength of the 


| Spirit, ding and ſaffering the will of God, beyond «ll | 
ſtrength and abilities of fleſh and blood, the world often | 


times wonders and gazes at him, and many are provoked 
to glorifie God, who hath given ſuch power to men. 
For this power of godlineſs, among other things, hath 
theſe three advantages. | | 
I. It makes a man do every duty ſtrongly and mighti- 


ly. And whatever , might take a man off from duty, or 

Aiſtract and diſturbe him in it, all fals to nothing before 

this power. There is that ſtrength, in each duty, performed 

y the power of the anoynting, which declares it to be the 

operation of God himſel f in man, and pes? elſe, but the 
[4 


very power of God, vhat , eſus Chr "hinefolf, un 


2. If wakes a may inflexible intheways of God, hut he 
ſhall neither turn tothe right hund, norito the left, hui take 


ſtraight ſteps fownrds the muri fer btfore him. No fer 


nor favours, nor frowns, nor flatteries, nor mp rare 
inſinuatious nor deſigus of others, nur rnds of his own, can 
Turn him aſide. He carries ſuch ſtrength in his Spirit, ws 
be can never be bended, and ſo far forth as he partakes. 


of the power of God , i unmoveable and unc hang 


3. It makes a man invincible, by all evils and enemies. 


Becauſe all the power. againſt him, is but the power of the 


creature, hut the power in him, is the power of God. And 


the power of God, eaſihj overcomes the mightieſt power of 
the creature, but '# never overcome by it. And if the | 
power in a Chriſtian , ſhould be prevailed againſt, God 
h;z:ſelf who is that power, ſhould be conquered , which 18 
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To conclude, the power of rb: is the doer of 
every duty, in Gods Kineton, the ſubduer of every fin, the 


conquerour of each tribulation and temptation, the life of 


3 the glory of each grace, the beauty of 4 


Chriſtians life, the ſl ability. of his converſation , the luſtre 
of his Religion, his great Honour and excellency both in do- 
ing and ſuffering, yea it is the very glory of God himſelf, in 
the Church of God, for by faith , the Lord ariſes. on us, and 

by this power of godlineſs, his glory is ſeen upon us. 
Theſe conſiderations , right honourable , moved me to 
{diſcourſe of the power of the Holy Spirit coming on all| 
Chriſtians, Miniſters and People. And beſides.the, im- 
portunity of ſome other friends, yaw Honours. earneſt 
deſires of theſe notes, hath eſpecially prevailed with, we te 
publiſh them. Not that I am morthy. 0 * ng, | 
all ho 


but that the truth of God is wort ta be publiſbed, | 
inſtrument never ſo mean and unwort hy. And although 1 
well know, the doubtful ſucceſs ? 42 undert akings. 4s 
theſe, yet in this-matter 1 ans not at all carefull, being moſt 
willing to be bound. up in ane condition. with the truth of 
God , and to have with it, the ſame common friends and 
enemies. Beſides if Chriſt dwell in my heart by faith, I car- | 
ry in my boſome already, my reward, out of whom, 1 neither 

regard praiſe or diſpraiſe, good or evil. 

Now I was bold to prefix your · Honours name to theſe 
Notes, becauſe your deſire of thew „ hath made them yours, 
and alſo your many noble favors are a ſtrong and continual 
engagement, for me to ſerve jou, according to what God hath 
made me. Eſpecially 1 remember your extraordinary com- 

aſſion, and bowels towards me, in the day of my deepeſt 
Ailkrels, when my ſoul drew near to the Pit, and the ſhadow 
of death ſate upon my eye lids, and 1 had not the leaſt drop 
of comfort, either from earth or heaven; Tour Honor then 
| ſhewed me the kindneſs of the Lord, and encompaſſed me 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

benh with your pitty and goodneſs , though then through 
bitterneſs of ſpirit, I taſted it not, Wherefore when 1 re- 
member the wonderful goodneſs of God to me after ſo great 
forrow and darkneſs, 1 cannot forget that part of his 
goodneſs, which he was pleaſed to adminiſter io me by your 
Honours hands ; And the remembrance of this, cauſes me 
to pray, that God would double the ſame goodneſs on you, 
and that he would pour forth upon my Lord, your Honour, 
your noble off-ſpring and family, this power of the hol 

Spirit, here treated of : which ſhall render yon, a thouſ: and 
times more precious and excellent , before God and his 
Saints, then all worldly Honour aud Nobility whatſoever. 
And by this means, ſhall Religion ſhine in your Family, in 
It native beauty and luſtre, and the Kingdom of God, 


bright glory among you, till the Kingdom of the Son, fir 
1 fit jon, and then after deliver you up to the Kingdom fl 
Father, and God be all in all immediately; 1 


ien | Which is the earneſt prayer 
-21 _ - of your moſt humble and 
5 faithful ſervant 


WILLIAM DELL, 


which ſtands not in word, but in power, ſhall 3 in its 
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The Contents. 


He Context. 
The Explication of the Words. 
Three — prngrenp 1 67 
1. 7% Chriſt gives hi own people ſu 
Fcient ſtrength for their imployments; 2. 
oon ſtrength for his own Works. 
2. That when Chriſt leaves his people in regard of ſenſe, 
| he never leaves them without a promiſe 3 and in that pro- 
miſe his Spiritual preſence. k. | 
3. That the pouring forth of the ſpirit, is the means 
whereby God both increaſes and governs his Church. 
The more ſpecial Doctrine from the words; is 
That the receiving of the Spirit, is the receiving of power. 
For the Spirit it ſelf is power, Wee of 


5 E 


1. Eſſentiallj in it ſelf. * a 
2. Operatively in ts. By being in 1s, ; Fl 
I. A Spirit of Knowledze, EE > i» 
2.07 Truth, 0 a nun 
3. Of Wiſdom, 8 
To do 


4. of Faith, which inables wonder the ſamethings 
4 | with Chriſt himſelf.- 
15 Deſtroying ſin. 3 
5. Of Righteouſneſs, S | 
Imparting Grace. 
6. Of the fear of the Lord, 


7. Of Love and Unity. | | < . 
| | A-3 Thel 
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The Uſe, rwofold. 
1. Exhortation, to inforce this; 5 1. To Miniſfeds. 


the meceſcity of having this? 
. power is urged, in reference Cz. To all Chriſtians. 
1. Miniſters tand in need of the power of the Spirit to 
come upon them. 
1. Becauſe, without they have this power, they are — 
tute of all power. 
2. Without this power ty are inſufficient for the _ 
of the Miniſtery : As being unable, 
1-'Topreach the Ward, that is the true Spiritual and li- 
ving Wordof. God. 
2. To preach it zealenſ and en But without this 


preſence vow Spirit of power, 


1. 7 vir Miniftery is cold and hath no beat i in ii. 
2. Meal and ; vo ſtrength in it. 
3. Ta perſevere in their miniſtery and to carry it on 4- 
gainſt all oppoſition. and contr adiction. 
4. To reprove the world of ſin. For the Spirit of 1 
mem, muſt weeds be accompanied wit hu be ſpirit of might. 
5. To incounter aud overcome the Devil. 
6. To inable them to be comfortable and invincible 4. 
gainſt all evils and enemies. 
2. Chriſtians ; this Spirit of power; and power of the 
Spirit is neceſſary for all Chriſtians, as well as Minifters. 
object. But do all Chriſtians receive the Spirit of 
God, as well as Miniſters? 
| Anſw. Yes, cqually and alike without any diffe- 
rence, | 
Now this Spirit of power is neceſſary for them, 
1. Toaiſtinguſh them from reprabates and Devils. 
2. To exalt them above all the ep of manlinde __— are 


[deſtitute of the Spirit. 


3. To anite them unto Chriſt. 


— * 


2 


I 


E The Contents. 
And the power of the Spirit is neceſſary for them, 
1. To change their natures; which is the any werk of 
rhe Spirit, till all berenewed. 
2. To wor = in them , and ich grace, «fo mardar 
the power of the Spirit in the fleſh. 
3. Ty inable them in mortifie ſin s and the power of che 
1. The whole body of ſo u in all its (parts 
Spirit mortifies, and\members. and 
2. Each partiaular flrave ente. 
4. To performe duties.” For womens ranged d. 
ties then 'f the Spirit in them. 


6:4 To confeſs the Ward before Sings; md Aue. 


Lib frywate, 
6. . To publiſh the and, and that 50 b. Ja. Inqubligur in 
AIDEN * a 


| | 7. To ſu of 5 overcome lid. Ru. 
Natural ſtrength, withdraws it ſelf from the evil. 


Spiritual ſtrengrh, ſtands to it and overcomes it. 


The ſecond Z/e, is for information 
| ſhewing that the way to obtain this power,is to obtain 
che Spirit; and to encreaſe this power, is to encreaſe 


che Spirit. 
Now that we may obtain the Spirit, we muſt firſt 


prepare our ſelves. 
Wherein this preparation doth not conſiſt. 
 Wherein it doth conſiſt : that is, 1. In emptying us. 
2. The work of the Spitit after he hath emptied us, is 


to fill us. 
The means thtough which the Spirit is conveyec 


to us. 
1. By the Word; and this word, the Word of the Goſpel. 


2. By Faith, which carries us to Chriſts flejb toreceive 
of his Spiri. | 
Through 
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The Contents. i | 
Through the word and faith, we are bopn of God, 
and fo partake of the Spirit of God. C2 
3. Prayer: and in prayer we may a the Spirit either of 
the Father or the Son. | 
Again that we may encreaſe the Spirit, 

1. We muſt be conſtant and continual inthe uſe of the 
Word. | 
2. We maſt daily encreaſe faith. 

3. Muſt be much in prayer. 

4. Muſt withdraw our ſeves from the creatures, and live 
looſe from them. 

5. Muſt ceaſe from our own works. | : 

6. Muſt give our (elves up to the Sprit that he may work 
his work in us. | 0 

7. The works of the Spirit we muſt attribute to the 
Spirit, and not to our fleſp. | | | | 


Chriſts Spirit a Chriſtians ſtrength 44 
| OR, | 


A plain diſcovery of the mighty and invincible 
power that all Believers receive through 
the Gift of the Sy1iRI Tr. | 


| | Ads 1. 8. | 

But ye ſhall receive power, when the Holy Ghaſt is came upon you, 
and ye ſball be witneſſes wnto me, Sc. r 2 

Tow ſhall receive the power of the Holy Ghoſt coming upon you. 


eſe words are the more remarkable becauſe 
FIN obey are the very /aff words in the.confe. 


RK. rence between the Son of God, and his be- 
„ immediatly before his a- 
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Chrifts Spirit a Chriſtians firength,. 


| Theſummof 


” ]Chriſts diſ- 


courſe with 


- | his Diſciples 


after his e- 
ſurrect ion, till 


Ibis Aſcenſion, 


| A aPſal. 2. 8. 


Js Dan. 7. 24, 


3 c Pſal. 7 2. 8 


* 


ſhould queſtion his love the third time, he thus anſwered , Lord, 


his, he loved them to the end, and ſo he was not diſcontented 


ſes of the Old Teſtament, for the reſtoriug the Kingdom of Da- 


preſently theit hearts were revived, into their former hopes ; but 


three times profeſſed his love to him, and being ſorry that Chriſt 


thou knoweſt all things, thou kyoweſt that I love thee. And Chriſt 
alfo loved them dearly,yea he loved them firſt, and having loved 


with them, for their leaving and forſaking him, through humane 
infirmity, when he was led away to judgement and to death; 
For though death quite puts out all nataral love, yet Firitual 
love is not extingsiſbed, but enlarged by death. Now when ſuch 
loving friends as theſe, were even now ready to take their-/aſt 
leave one of another, in regard of bodily preſence,who would not 
molt willingly have been preſent, to have heard what diſcourſe 
paſſed between Chriſt,and his Diſciples, at this their laſt parting ? 

Now Lubeę acquaints us with the whole ſumme and ſubſtance of 
Chriſts diſcourſe with his «Lpoſtles, all the time he lived together 
with them, after his Reſurrection, till the day wherein he A. 
ſcended into Heaven: In the third verſe of this Chapter, he ſaith, 
he did diſcourſe with them, De Regno Dei, touching the Kingdom: 
of God. That is, not only touching his Spiritual Kingdom, which 
he ſets up in each particular Chriſtian, and which begins at our 
regeneration, and is conſummate in glorification : but alſo touch- 
ing his .@Mediatory and Monarchical Kingdom, which, in the 
time appointed of his Father, he ſhould ſer up in the world; 
When: he ſhould have the (a) Heathen for his inheritance, aud the 
utmoſt ends of the earth for his poſſeſſion, and (b) all people and 
Nations, and Languages ſhould ſerve him, aud he (c) ſhould 
reign from ſea to ſea, aud from the river to the worlds end. This was 
the ſumm of Chriſts diſcourſe with them. And the Apoſtles were 
fully ſatisfied touching the ching, onely they were unſatisfied 
touching the time. For beſides, that the ſetting up of this King- 
dom of the Me ſſias in the power, beauty, and glory of it, was 
at that time the common diſcourſe and expectation of all-1/raet ; 
the Apoſtles themſelves remembred many Propheſiet and promi- 


vid; And this they thought Chriſt would have done, in the daies 
of his feſs : but preſently, all their hopes were blaſted by his 
death. But when they ſaw him ri/ex again from the daad, then 


yet again, ſeeing nothing done, all the time he n 
2 them 
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HANES Chriſt Spirit a Chriſtians Frength. 


hem after the reſurrection, when now he was ready to Aſcend A 
into Heaven, they deſite him, firſt, to reſolve them of this queſtion, 


whether or no he would at that time, reſtore the Kingdom to If- 


rael; Lord ( ſay they ) Wilt thon at this time reſtore again the 
Kingdom to Iſrael! Now Chriſt, doth not deny, the — of 
the Kingdom to 1/rael, but denies, to acquaint them with the time 
when it ſhould be done. He tells them, it was not for them to kyow 
the times and ſeaſons, Which the Father had put in his own power. 
verſe 7. 

The like anſwer to the like demand, Davie! received in his 
time. For when the Angel had repreſented to Daniel, the totall 


deſtruction ofthe image of wor/dly Monarchy, together with the 


riſe and reign, and ruin of Antichriſt, and the ſetting up of 

hriſts Kingdom in the world, in the ſtead of the two former, |< 
Daniel (aid, Chap. 12. 8. Aud I heard, but I underſtood not; then 
ſaid 1,0 my Lord, What ſhall be the end of theſe things ? And be ſaid, 
Go thy Way Daniel, for the words are cloſed up and ſealed till the time 
of the end. So that the Angel, who diſcovered the things themſelves 


to Daniels refuſed to diſcover to him plainly and expreſſely, the 


time when they ſhould be done: but that was to be.c/o/edand 
ſealed up till the time of the end. And ſo here in like manner. Chriſt 


who had diſcourſed largely and cleerly to the Diſciples touch- 
ing the Kingdom of God, yet denies to diſcover to them the 
time, when it ſhould be ſet up in the world. And the reaſon 


why he denied :hz« to them, to whom he had not denyed 
himſelf, was not for want of lone, but becauſe the Father 
had kept the time and ſeaſon, wherein all this ſhould be done, 
in his o power. Had this been placed in :Chriſts power, he 
had no doubt made it known to them, as well as he did thoſe 
| other things, which he had heard from his Father; but the Fa- 
ther had not placed this in his Sont power, but had reſerved it 
in his on : and the Apoſtles were not to pry after, that which was 


hidden with God, but were to content themſelves with what he 


had revealed, ' 7 27 | 1 
Bur though the Son did not reveal to them what the Father 
had kept in his ou power, yet he tells them, what the Father 


| had promiſed unto them, and what he had alſo put into bs 


power, and what be would certainly perform ere long, and 
that was the gift of the Spirit of power, ſaying , But ye ſhalt re- 
| . B 2 
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Chrifts Spirit a Clriſtiaus ſtrength. | 
ceive power When the Holy Ghoſt is come upon you, and you ſvall be 
Witneſſes to me, & c. As if he ſhould have faid, Do not on trouble 
yourſclves about ſecret things, which ſhall not be accompliſke in 

the world, till many yeers after you are fallen aſleep, but do you 
ſind your preſent buſineſs, wherein you are to ſerve God, in your 

generation; your preſent task is to be witneſſes unto me, in Je- 
ruſalem and all Judea, and in Samaria, and to the utmoſt parts 
of the earth; to declare and make known, what you have heard 
and ſeen with your eyes, and /ooked upon, and your hands have 
handled of the Word of life: you are to teſtific to the world, my 
Incaruation, Deltrine, Miracles, Life, Death, Reſurrection, and my 
Kingdom and glory, that is to come; Youare to make known 
to the world, the high and deep, the great and glorious myſtery of 
Chriſt and of the Goſpel ; and that you may be fit for this great 
and weighty work, you ſhall receive the power of the Holy Ghoſt :| 
you ſhall receive power , when the Holy Ghoſt is come upon jou, 


Which words alſo may be an Anſwer to another quiſti- 

on which the Diſciples did, or might make, after this maner. 
Our dear Lord and after , why wilt thou leave us, thy poor 
Diſciples, among ſo many evils and enemies in the world, which 
our Weakneſs muſt of neceſſity ſink under? We well remember 
how fearfal and fooliſh we have been, whileſt thou waſt yet 
with us; but how much more timorous and trembling ſhall we 
be, when thou art gone from us? When thou walt apprehended 
by the armed power of the Magiſtrates, thou knoweſt how We all 
forſook thee and fled; and I, ſaid Peter, denied thee and forſwore 
thee, at the voice of a ſimple maid. And therefore if thou now 
quite leave us, what Witneſſes are we like to be unto thee, and 
what Preachers of thy Name, among the obſtinate 7ews, among 
the angry and inraged Ralers, and people, who will be ready, for 
thy Names ſake, every day to deliver us up to a new death? And 
how ſhall we be able to ſtand amidſt ſo many difficulties, trou- 
bles, diſtreſſes, oppoſitions and perſecutions, when thou haſt /ef 
us ? Surely, we are ſuch Weak and inſirm creatures, that we (hall 
never be able to hold out, but ſhall lie down both in ame and 


To this Chriſt anſwers in theſe words, Accipietis virtutems, Ton 
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ſrall receive the power of the Holy Ghoſt coming upon you. 3 if I 
ou 
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CCC òĩðvVn]˙! ONT 
C.Vufxißs Spirit «Chriſtians ſtringttsz. lk 
ſhould have ſaid, You have 2 herd tack indeed, but you ſhallbe] © 


furniſhed with proportionable power. The buſineſs you are to 
* undertake, is not humane, but Divine; the things that you are to 
1 teach, are not carnal, but ſpiritua ; the work that you are to ſet 
| | upon, is not mans work, but Gods: you are to act among men for 
| God; you are to act in the World, againſt the world; you are to act 
againſt the devil, in the very midſt of the devils Kingdom. You 
are to convert Infidels; to make, of Heathens,Chriſtians; to bring 
them nrer unto God, who are now Without God in the World ; 
to carry the light of heaven, up and down this dark world, a-| 
mong the people that ſit in darkreſs,and ſhadow of death, to ſhew 
them the way to /ife and ſalvation ; you areto turn the wor/d 
upſide down; to change the manners, and cuſtomes of the people; | 
to bring them off from the ido/atry of their forefathers, to worſhip 
the true God in ſpirit and truth; you are to reduce the earth in. 
to conformity with heaven, and ſet up Gods Kingdom, here in 
this preſent world. And all this you ſhall not do, in eaſe and qui. 
etneſs, and proſperity, and pleaſure ; but whileſt you are thus im- 
ployed and buſied, you ſhall have the whole world riſe up againſt | 
you, and the devil proſecuting you with his atmoſt power through 
wicked: men, and you ſhall not onely be hated of all men, for my | 
names ſake , but you ſhall be even overwhelmed with reproaches, 
[ obloquies, ſlanders, oppoſitions, perſecutions, priſons, torments, 
| deaths. And therefore that you may be able both to do and to 
ſuffer all theſe things, Tou ſhall receive the power of the Holy Ghoſt 
| coming upon you, 
| Now from theſe words, we ſhall note ſomething generally, and 
ſomething more particularly. x 
In general three things. The firſt is this: 5 Ne 
1. That as Chriſt will not ſuffer his Diſciples to be tempted a- 1. General Þ 
bove their power, ſo neither to be imployed above their power; Doctrine. 
but he furniſhes them with power /#ffcient, both for their tempta- BY 5 
tions, and for their imployments ; for their ſufferings, and for their 
doings. And as Souldiers, that are under a wiſe and carefull Com. 2 
mander, when they are neer an ingagement, are not ſuffered to eee 
run raſbiy upon the enemy, nor permitted to go forth to battle " 3 
till they are armed, and mounted; lo Chriſt would not ſuffer his 
Diſciples, to go forth in his warfare, to incounter ſo many evils, 
and oppoſitions, and nn, the whole power of — 
wor 
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| 75 «| Melins eſt, 
ſnulum habere, 
Iauam ſacrile. 


gum, impium 


Ie ſceleratum 
I xiniſtrum, qui 


I don venit ni ſi 
Int mactet & 
perdat, ficut 
fur & latro. 


. Luth. de in- 


* [Eccl. 


2. General 
Doctrine. 


Chriſes Spire « Clriſſram frength. : 
world, and of the Devil, till firſt he had armed them with the 


| power of Holy Spirit; Te (ball receive power When the Holy Ghoſt 


i come upon you, G&W. | 

Cuil almayes gives unto all thoſe whom he ſends forth and 
imployes, of his amn power, for his own Works ; heavenly power 
for heavenly works, ſpiritual power for 18 works, the pow- 
er of God, to do the works of God. Indeed Chriſt gives unto ſome 
a greater meaſure of power, and to ſome a /eſſer, according as he 
intends to uſe ſome, in greater works and difficulties, and ſome in 
leſſer ; ——— have of ¶ Vriſts pawer, whether more or leſſe, 
who are imployed by Chriſt; and a little of that power that is com- 
municated by Chriſt, will inable a man to do great things, far 
greater then the wor/d ſuſpects, or imagines. 

So that we may judge of our calling to any buſineſs, and of our 
imployment in it, by the power we have received from (rift for 
it. If we have »ozeof the power of Chriſt, we were never ſet on 
work by Chriſt; for Chriſt never ſets any, on his work, with 
out communicating unto them of his power. And hereby we may 
certainly know and conclude, that thoſe in the Miniſtery, that 
are looſe and vitious, and idle, and negligent, and-inſufficient for 
that work, were never called to it, nor imployed in it, by ¶ hriſt, 
but they run of their own heads, when they were not ſent, and 
miniſter in the Church for the gain of money, and preach onely 
that they might Jive. Whereas if Chriſt had imployed them in 
that calling, he would have furniſhed them with abilities for it: 
and they being deſtitute of ſuch abilities, it is moſt evident, they 
were not ſent by Chriſt. | 

Judge then what a kinde of Reformation this church were like 
to have, if ſome men might have their. minds; who would have 
ignorant and inſufficient men, yea looſe and prophane'men,tolerated 
in the Miniſtry, under pretence-of keepivg up ordivances ; when 
yet ſuch men, were never imployed by Chriſt, nor ſupplyed with 
any power from him: Yerand what ordinances (I pray) are 
thoſe like to be, which are kept up by men that are carnal, not ha- 
ving the Spirit? But you ſee here that Chriſts way and wiſdom, 
| was different from this; for he firſt gives the Apoſtles,the. power of 
the Spirit, and then ſent them to preach, when he had firlt inabled 
them to preach, 5 | 
2. You ſee here, that Chriſt being to leave his Diſciples, in 1. 
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Chriſts Spirit 4 Chriſtians ſtrength. 


gard of his bodily preſence, yet leaves behind him the promiſe of 
the Spirit of power; and this was ſome eſtab/;/hment to them, yea 
this gave great joy and comfort to them, who before had their 
hearts filled with ſorrow, | 

Chrift, though ſometime he leave his people in regard of ſenſe, 
yet he never leaves them without a promiſe. The ſoul ſometimes, 
in the hours of temptation and deſertion, may want the ſenſe and 
feeling of Chriſt, but it never wants a promiſe from Chriſt : and 
the promiſe makes Chriſt 
ſelf is ſpiritually preſent, in the promiſe, and not Chriſt onely, but 
the Holy Spirit alſo ; for Chriſt, and the Spirit, are never aſunder, 
but as the Father and the Son. are one, ſo is Chriſt and the Spirit 
one, and all are in the promiſe. And ſo the promiſe is able to up? 
hold the ſoul in any condition, not becauſe of its ou nature, 
but becauſe God and Chriſt and the Spirit are preſent in the Pro. 


this injoyment of God in the Promiſe, is the injoyment of faith, 
and not of ſenſe; and this injoyment of faith, is the moſt excellent 


Chriſts preſence in his abſence; his preſence according to faith, 
in his abſence according to ſence. And therefore Chriſt departing 
from his Diſciples in regard of his boasly preſence, leaves with 
them the promiſe of the Holy Spirit, 4 that promiſe, his ſpi- 
ritual preſence. And this is the worſt condition, that Chriſt ever 


when in regard of ſenſe, he forſakes them. 

3. Note, that Zzke being to ſpeak in this Book of the . 
of the Apoſtles, of the propagating and inlarging, and governing 
the Chriſtian Church, doth firſt make mention, of the ponring 
forth of the Spirit, and that both upon the Apoſtles, and after- 
wards upon the Diſciples. Signifying hereby, that there is no- 
thing ſo neceſſary, for the increaſe and well ordering of the true 
Church of Chriſt, as the pouring forth of the Spirit. And therefore 
they arealtogerher deceived, and walk in the light of Nature and 
not of God, who think the increaſe, and propagation, and preſervati- 
en, and eftabliÞment, and order, and at 5. , of the ¶ hurch of 
God, depend eſpecially upon the Counceli, and Decrees, and Con- 
fitutions of men:and that without zheſe, the Church of God, would 


preſent, in his abſence. For Chriſt him 


miſe, and they are infinicely able to ſupport the foulthrough the |. 
Promiſe, under the greateſt evils either of earth or hell. Now | 


and intimate injoy ment of Chriſt. And thus may the ſoul, injoy 


leaves his true Church in; he leaves them his preſence in a Promiſe, | 


3. General 
Dottr ine. 
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" Chriſts Spirit 4 Chriſt ian: frength, | 


ſoon come ta woful d iſorder, yea to utter rwine and 


wſfion ; 28 
if Chriſtand his Spirit (ate idle in heaven, and had left hg whole 
buſineſs of his Church to men: and the ſacred power confirmed 
with the ſecular, were abundantly ſufficient, for the increaſe and 
well ordering os the Church. In the mean time, not regarding 
the promiſe of the Father, or the ponring out of the Spirit by the 
Son. And this is the very myſtery, of the myſtery of iniquity amon 
us, and the very head of Antichriſt, which is yet to be broken. And 
therefore let us know, that as the Pſalmiſt ſaith, Except the Lord 
build the houſe, they labor in vain that build it: and except the Lord 
keep the City, the watchman watcheth but in vain : ſo alſo except 
the Lord through his Mord, pour forth the promiſe of the Spirit, 
and by that Spirit of his, in and through the Word inlarge and go- 
vern the Church, they labor in vain, that undertake theſe things 
of themſelves. For it is the Spirit alone, that through the faithful 
miniſtry of the Mord, makes the increaſe of the Church, and layes 
hold on all the elect and brings them through faith, into the unity 
of the Son and of the Father, and teaches them, and orders them, 
and governs them, and preſerves them. And therefore you ſee 
here, that the promiſe of the Spirit is fiſt performed, before the 
Church of God hath any inlargement,or government. 

And now from theſe general things we proceed to the words 
more particularly. Te ſhall receive power when the Holy Ghoſt is 
come upon you, 

And here we may note two things. | 
1. What he promiſes them, and that is Power; you ſpall receive 
power. 5 
2, How they Thould be made partakers of that power, and 
that was, by the Holy Spirits coming upon them. \ 
The point we will inſiſt on from both, is this. 

That the receiving of the Spirit is the receiving of power : till we 
receive the Spirit, We are altogether without power; and when 
we receive the Spirit, then firſt of all, do wr reve:ve power; power 
Sarbanbigh. oF ho cn bt 207% K. 

By nature, we are all without ſtrength, weak; impotent crea- 
tures, utterly awmable to any thing, that is 4raily and ſbiritually 


righteous, and good. For by nature, we ate nothing but fleſh; 
fer that which is born of fleſh is feſu, aud all fleſb:14 graſt, a fa- 


ding, withering and decaying thing, together wich all the flow= | 
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 Chriſts Spirit a Chriſtians ſtrength. 
ers of it, that is, the perfections and excellencies of it. 80 that by 


of which, weakneſs is an inſeparable adjunct. Ty h 

But when we receive the Spirit, we receive poWer :- for power is 
an inſeparable adjunR of the Spirit, as Weakye/s is of fleſs; yea the 
Spirit it ſelf which is given us, is power, and that both eſſentially 
and operatively,in it ſelf, and in us. 


with the Father and the Son, co. eſſential, co- equal, co- eternal; 

and fo as Chriſt, is the power of God, fo alſo is the ſpirit, the 
power of God; yea the ſpirit is the God of power, aſwel as the 

power of God. So that the Spirit is power in himſelf eſſentially, 

and he that partakes of the power of the Hpirit, partakes of that 

power, which is God and no greatureedqG. 

2. The Spirit, is power operatively in us, by being in us; 

1. A ſpirit of Knowledge; for the Holy Spirit teaches us ro know 
thethings.that are freely given tous of God; yea, he teaches us to 
kunde, / what ſin is, and what righteouſneſs ; what death is, and 
what life; what Heaven is, and what. hel What our ſelves ate 
and what Godis, and theſe things he teaches us to know, ot herwiſe 
then other men know them. In a word, the ſpirit teaches a ¶ ri 
iſtjan to know all things, that is, to know God and the K ingdom of 
Gad, and all the things of both, all other things being nothing in 
'compariſon of theſe. Thus the Holy Spirit is a Spirit of knawſedge-in 


an ignorant man is a Weak, man, you may carry him whither you 
will; but k-ow/edge,renders a man ſtrong and unmoveable. And in 
all things, whereia the Holy Spirit is a ſpirit of kyoWledge in us, he 
is alſo a ſpirit of ſtrength, Ws - "29D 
The Holy Spirit is a ſpirit of Power in us, by being in us a 
ſpirit of Truth. And ſo the ſpirit is, becauſe it doth not 
onely lead us unto the truth (that is unto the word which is 
the one ly truth, as it is written, Santlifie them through the truth, 
thy Word © truth) but allo the Spirit leads us into the Truth; 
it leads s into the truth, and the truth into us, till we and it, be. 
come one by an inſeparable union - The Holy Spirit takes a be- 
leever, and leads him, into one truth aſter another, till at laſt it 


lead him into all truth. Now. wherein the Spirit, is a Spirit of 


nature, we are all without power, becauſe we are nothing but fleſ, 


1. The Spirit is power eſſentially in it {clf : for it is one G 


The Spirit is 
Power two 
Wayes. 


| 
I, 


init ſelf. 


2 


ing in us; 

; 54 

A Spirit of 
Knowledge. 


us, and ſo of power; for knowledge is the ſtrength of a mau. Whereas | 


k 


truth to us, it is a Spirit of Power; for through the truth we learn 
C - from 


a. 
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Eſſentially | 


Operatively | 
in us; By be- 2 
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| @brifts Spirit a Chriſtians ſtrength. 
| from the Spirit of truth, ve are altogether ſtedſaſt and wwmovuble, 
among variety of different and contrary winds of Doctrine. And 
this is the very cauſe, that among ſo many diviſions, and facti. 
ons, and errours, and hereſies, which wofully prevail in theſe preſent 
times of ours, the people of God are not ſeduced and overcome 
to wit, becauſe they are alltanght of God; of God and not of men, 
and have the Spirit of truth, to lead them into the truth; the Spi. 
rit I ſay and not men: and ſo it is impoſſeble, that they ſhould fully 
and fiually be deceived: Por wherein we are taught by the Spirit 
of God, it is unpoſſible we ſhould: be perverted by men. 
Whereas on the contrary, the true ground, why ſo many are 
ſeduced and overcom, by the errors and hereſies of this age, is, be- 
cauſe they have taken up their religios onely from mans teaching, 
and have received their opinions of doctrine from men: and ſo 
what one man hath raxghe us, another man can unt cach; yea if we 
be led, to the truth it /ef, onely by man, man can again lead us 
from it.” For a the world cannot lead any man into the truth, till 
the Spirit lead him into it; and when the Spirit doth lead us inio 
the truth, all the men in the world cannot lead us ont of it; but 
we are ſo ſure of thoſe things, wherein the Spirit hath been a 
teacher to us, that if all the Councels and Churches in the world, yea 
all the Angels of Heaven ſhould teach us contrary, we would hold 
them accurſed. But a man that hath not been taught of the Spiris 
every day you may win him into ve opinions, by the power and 
authority of men, together with the ſtrength of other advantages; 
But he that hath been led into the truth, by the Spirit of truth, 
is mmoveable and invincible among all docttines. And thus alſo 
the Holy Spirit by being a Spirit of truth is alſo a Spirit of Power 
in us. 
3. The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of Power in us, by being in us 


a 1 . a of a Spirit of #5/dowm-: and ſo it is, becauſe it makes us wiſe with 


the wiſdom of God, Wiſe upon earth after the rate of heaven, 
wiſe to ſalvation; There is no man wiſe without the Spirit of 
God; for the wiſdom of carnal men is but fooliſhneſs before 
God, yea before Angels and Saints: but the wiſdom of the Spi- 
rit is moſt gracious and heavenly wiſdom. And this wiſdom of the 

pirit, is the ſtrength of a Chriſtian: the more he hath of it, the 
more mighty he is, both in all his doings and indurings. It is ſaid, 
Ecclel.9.15. That there Was a poor wiſe man, delivered a ſmall city | 


from 
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chat ftrengthueth me; This Chriſt that ſtrengthned him, was the 


do, not /owe things only, but A things; and ſo allo can all they, 
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from the power of a mighty King, and therefore Solomon concludes 
that Wiſdows iz better then ſtrength, for it can do greater things then 
ſtrength can. When David carricd-himſelf wi/ely,Sanla.great King 
was afraid of him: he thought himſelf roo weak, to deal with: 
David, and David too mighty to deal with him, becauſe of his 

wiſdoms ; and Solomon asked iſdom of God above all things, for 
the ſtrength of his Government ; all Government without this, 
being but week and brittle. Thus wiſdom contributes ſtrength to 
us, whereas we ſay of a man that wants wiſdom. he is a weak man; 

And ſo the Holy Spirit being a Spirit of wiſdom in us, is alſo a Spi- 

rit of Power. | 
4. The Holy Spirit, is a Spirit of Power in us, by being in 

us a Spirit of Faith. For faith is a work of the Spirit of power; 
and no /e/7 power would work faith in us, then that which ras 

ſed up Chriſt from the dead, when he lay under all the ſin of man, 
and all the #/rath of God, and all the ſorrows of death, and all 
the paines of hell; it muſt bea mighty power indeed, that muſt 


by this faith, of the operation of God, is ſenſible in his own ſoul, 
of the ſelf ſame power, that raiſed ¶ Vriſt up from the dead. And 
thus the Holy Spirit is a Spirit of Faith in us, and ſo of Power. 
For «belief keeps a man in himſelf; but faith carries a a man out to 
Chriſt; now there is no man Weaker then he that reſts on himſelf; 
and there is no man ſtroxger, then he that for/akes himſelf, and 
reſts on (riff. And ſo a man through the power of Faith, is able 
both to 4, and indure, the ſelf lame things which Chriſt himſelf did 
and indured. : | 
1. He is able 10 do the ſame things that ¶ hriſt himſelf did, and 
therefore ſaith Chriſt, all things are poſſible to him that beleeveth ; 
ſo that a beleever hath a kinde of omnipotency, and all things are 
peſſible ro him; hecauſe by faith he lays hold upon the power 
of Goa, and all things are poſſible to the power of God. and ſo all 
things are poſſible to a belesver, whos partaker of that power of 
God. And hence Paul faith, I can do all things through Chriſt 


power of Cod; and this power of God, is not a finite power, but 
an inßinite: nor a particular power, but an wniverſal ; and ſo can 


raiſe Chriſt then, and that power was the power of the Spirit; and | 
no Jeſs power, will work faith. So that, whoever truely beleeves | 


The power « 


did. 


Phil. 4. 13 
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Phil. 3. 10. 


Faith. 


. 
To. ſuffer the 
ame things 
I tbar Chriſt 
Amſelf ſuf- 


Chrifts Spirit a Chriſtians ſtrength. 
who arc truly parcakers of it, by fairh. Yea (rift himſelf hath a 
greater expreſſion then this, yea ſuch an one, that I never durſt 
have ſpoken, if Chriſt himſelf, had not firſt ſpoken it and that is 
this, John 14. 12. He that beleeveth in me, the Works that I dd, 
ſhall he do. and greater works then theſe, becauſe I go to the Father 
Where (riſt ſaith, a beleever ſhall not only do, the ſame Works 
with himſelf, ( which alto had been a great thing) bur alto 
greater works then himſelf ;- and this indeed, is altogether ami 
rable and wonderfull , That a beleever (hall do greater works 
then Chriſt; But how is this made good? Why thus. Chriſt 
he overcame the Lam, and Sin, and Death, and Hel, and the whole 
power of the Devill, in a body and ſoul free from ſin; ( his hu- 


| mane nature being the immediate formation of the Holy Spirit 


in the womb of the Virgin Mary, and ſo: had not the leaſt ſpot 
of (in in it.) But now beleevers, overcome the ſame evils, even 
| the Law, Sin, Death, Hell, and the whole power of the Devil, 


in corrupted and polluted nature, in bodies and ſouls, at the firſt 
full of fin, and afterwards defiled through many corruptions. 
| The Devil came to Chriſt, and found nothing in him, and fo 
| he overcame : but he comes to a beleever and findes much in him, 


and yet he overcomes. And this truly is a greater work, then 
(riſe did; And theſe works we do, but not through our om 
power, but through Chriſts, of which we truly partake through 


2. A Chriſtian, through the power of faith, is able not only 
to do, but allo to ſuffer the ſame things that Chriſt himſelf ſuf 
ferd. Now the ſufferings of Chriſt were the moſt grie vous, and 
intolerable to nature, that ever were. For how did Chriſt for 
the preſent, as it were lay aſide his Divine nature, that he might 


pains of hell, to the very utmoſt ! And among all the /ufferings, 


had not the leaſt drop of comfort, either from heaven or earth; 
and yet through the power of the Spirit, he indured and over- 


the ſame evills, by the ſame power: and therefore Paul deſired 
to know Chriſt truly, and not onely, the power of hu reſurrection, 
which any one would deſire to know, but alſo the feloWw/vip of his 


ſuffer in his humane! and how did he ſuffer in this, the whole | 


came all. And ſo each Chriſtian, is able to indure and overcome, | 


ſufferings, 
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ſufferings, which fleſh and blood trembles at, yea and to be made | I. 
conformable to his very death. Yeal add yet further, that if a (rs- 
ſtian (ſhould chance to fall down into Hell ( as we beleeve,Chriſ 
deſcended into Hell, and ſo alſo many of his Saint have done, 
as David and Hezekiah, &c. ) Vet a ¶ Hriſtian, through the power 
of the Spirye, were able to overcome both the ſins and the pains 
of Hell; and therefore ſaith Solomon, Love, (which is the | Cant. 8.5 6. 
power of the Spirit) & too ſtrong for death and too hard, or too 
cruel for Hell ; As is evident in that Godly woman ( for | will 
name but one inſtance inſtead of many) who thinking of the tor- 
ments of hell, and of the hatred and blaſphemy of God, which 
reigned in the damned, did earneſtly entreat God, ut etiamfs | * 
damnaretur, tamen Deum diligeret ; that though (he were dam- | 
| — yet ſtill ſhe might /ove God. Here /ove, was too hard for Hell 
indeed. 
And thus a beleever through faith, is inabled, both to do and 
¶ indure, the ſelf ſame things, which Chriſt himſelf did and endured: 
' | and the Hol Spirit by being a Spirit of faith, is a Spirit of Power 
fin us. ' ; „ b 
5. The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of power in us, by being in us a 
Spirit of Righteouſneſs : and ſo he is two waies. | 
"| ++ 1. In regard of mortifying fin. For the Spirit of God dwel- | 
ling in us, is not idle in us, bur continually active; and ſofrom | 
day to day. mortiſies ſin. And this is the proper work, of the : 
Spirit in our fleſh, to deſtroy out of ns, whatſoever is contrary 25 8 
= to it ſelf; and that is, every ſiu, luſt and corruption. Now our Mortifying 
| fins are our weakneſs ; a mans pride and paſſion, and envy ang“ 
; | covetouſneſs, and luſt, and intemperance, and evety fin; is his 
Weakyeſ:.- Now the Holy Spirit, by being in us, a Spirit of righte- - 
auſneſd, mortifies and deſtroyes all our ſint, and ſo takes away our 1 
- weakneſs. 4 
2. Again, as the Holy Spirit is a Spirit of righteouſneſs in us, 
in regard of mortißing fin, ſo alſo in regard of imparting grace 2, 
to us. For all grace is the fruit and 1 of the Spirit Imparting 
in our fleſh; and as all Iight is from the ſun, ſo is all grace grace, 
from the Spirit. Now every grace, is ſo much ſtrength in the 
ſoul. Faith, ſo much firength; Hope, ſo much ſtrength; Love, fo 
much ſtrength; and fo humility, and patience, and remperance, and 
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the Lord. 


IG 8. 13. 


. E 1 
: s Spirit. iki aus ſtrengih. I] 


to us in his word; from which kwowledge of God ſprings his fear. 


and juſtice, and wiſdom, and truth, and faithſulneſs, and love, and 


{of God; and now, when a man ſees God, by his ow» light, and 


-} will of God, it hall work for good unto him, in the end. thus the 


much ftrengeh: and according to cach mans meaſure ef grace, 
ſo is 2 meaſure of. brag, er” according — mam 
fure of the Spirit, ſo is he fore of grace. And thus the Holy 
Spirit, hy being a Spirit of r/2hreouſne/s, is-alſo in us a Spirit of 
er. 
6, The Holy Spirit, is a Spirit of power in us, by being in us, 2 
Spirit of the fear of the Lord: and ſo he is, by repreſenting Cod to 
us in his Glory and Majeſty, according as he hath revealed himſelt 


For whartis the reaſon, that the men of che workd fear not God, 
but fin ſecurely, againſt the great and glorious God every: day? 
Why, the reaſon is, becauſe they kyow not the Lord. Now the 
Spirit comes, and reveals the Father in the Son, and preſents God! 
to the foul, through his word, in his infinite and eternal power, 


mercy, and goodneſs, &c. and ſhines to the ſoul, in each attribute 


kyows him by his ou teaching, then firſt doth he begin, truely to 
fear God; and the fear of God, is his ſtrength. For he that tears 
God, is free from all other fear: he fears not men of high degree, 
nor men of low degree, nor the united power of all the creatures; 
he fears not the fear of other men in their evils, but in the midi 
of all fearful things, he is without fear; becauſe he ſanttifier the 
Lord of hoſts in himſelf, in his heart, «nd makes him his fear, and h 

| dread. And by this means, amidſt all evils, he hath admirable 
confidence and aſſurance ; becauſe he knows, that no evil can befaſ 

him from any man, or from any creature, till fuſt it be the will of 
God: and alſo, that what ever evil befalls him, according to the 


fear of the Lerdis à Chriſtians confidence, and à belecvers Brength; 
whereas, he that fears not God, fears every thing, yea, not oneiy 
reall, but imaginary evils ; and as evils multiply his fears, ſo hi 
fears again, multiply his evils, till at laſt he be ſwallowed up vt 
both. Bur the Holy Spirit being in us aSpitit of the fear the Lora, 
is alio in us a Spirit of ſtrength. - an | 

7. The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of power in us, by being in us a 
Spirit of love and unity. The Holy Spirit, is a Spirit of {ove and 
unity, in the Godhead ; for the Father loves the Son, with the Spi- 


ther 


| rit ; and the Son, loves the Father, with the Spirit ; and the Fa- 
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the Father, in the Spirit; and t 
love, and unity, between the Father and the Sox; and God, be- 
ing moſt /ove, and: moſt one, is alſo moſt ſtrong. Now what the 


od, which is the true temple and habitation of the Godhead, ' 
and that is, a Spirit of love and unity: For why is there ſuch con- 
ſtant /ove, and unity, between the members of the ſame body, but 
becauſe one Spirit runs through them a? and fo there is ſuch con- 
ſtant — we between all belee vers, becauſe one Holy Spirit 
{runs through them 4. And hence we may take notice of a te- 
markable difference between nature and grace; for nature, of one, 
makes many; for we all, who are many among our ſelves, even a 
whole world of men, were but one in Adam, omnes eramus ille | 


is as fire, melts all the faithfull into one maſs or lump, and makes | 
of many, one body, one thing: yea it makes them one, intheunity | 


may be one as thou Father art in me and I in thee, that they alſo may 


may be one, that is, that all beleevers,who are many among them- | 
ſelves, may be all made owe; one? How one? As thos Father art in 
me and I in thee, that is, as thou and I, being Wwe perſons, are 
yet but ent God : after this highelt example of unity, let them be 
made One in ; as long as they remain in themſelves, they are 
; and how much they remain in themſelves, they are many; 
for their #»ity, is not in themſelves, but they are one in . who 
ate one; that is, how much the ſaints by the Spirit, are carried 
into the Father, and the Sen, who are one, ſo much alſo are they 
made one, not onely with the Father and the Son, but alſo with ane 
another. You may ſee, in the Act: how the multituds of belee- 
: vers, after they had received the Spirit, ſo far forth as they had 
received the Spirit, Were of one heart and of one minde. And this 
unity of beelievers, is their frength : and when God (hall take a- 
way, all thoſe prejudices, and ſuſpicions, and jealouſies, and par- 
ticular ends and intereſts, and diviſions, and ſeparations, and | 


ſhall be reduced into this b/efſed unity, among themſelves, and the 
Lord be one, and his 


alſo 


ther, is ove wich the Son, in he Spirit; and the Sow 1 ove wich 
prrit, is th | 


Spirit is in the Godhead, - he is the ſame in the Church f 


unus homo; but grace, of many makes one; for the Holy ſpirit which | 


of God, according to that of Chriſt, John 17. 21. that they all | 


be one in us; mark the words, for they are wonderful; that they al 


Schiſmes, that are among his own people, and the people of God 
pe one, among them all then ſhall the Charch - 
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alio, be of admirable and invincible power. So that, all they that 
ſtrive with it, ſhall periſh : aud 29 that War againſt it, ſpall be 
: as nothing: yea then ſhall the , make the Church as a new 
Ic 41.15. ſharp threſhing inſtrument, having teeth, and it ſhall threſh the 
Mountains (that is the Kingdomes of the world) and ball peat 
them {mall, and ſhall make the hills, ¶ that is, the leſſer Common- 
wealths ) as chaffe. But till the Church of God attain to this uni- 
ty, it (hall not do any exve/lent thing; it ſnall not work any ne- 
table deliverance in the earth, neither ſhall the inhabitants of the 
world fall. When the Spirit of God ſhall be a Spirit of unity in the 
faithful, and ſhall heal all che ſad differences, and diſſenſiom, that 
are now between them, then alſo ſhall it be a Spirit of admirable 
power in them, . | | 

And thus much for the eæpliration of the point. 
The V/e, is ewofold. | | 

t. The firſt is, to exhort all men, everywhere, to endeavour 
; to partake of this ſupernatural, ſpiritual ,+and divine power 
Ex of the Holy Spirit, which is certainly communicated; to all the 
II. U/c. faithful, and Elect, in Chriſt Jeſus. And let no man think it 
is a thing indifferent, whether heave this power or no, but 
know that the having of this poxger of the Spirit, is of abſo 
[ute neceſſity, and that both for 21Fiſters,and for all other Chi 

IANS, a , an I BE nnd 2 
# 1. There is a zeceſ/ity of this power of the Holy Spirit 
for Miniſters, and to them, this preſent place doth chicfly re- 


7 þ jr! late. | hn | ; 
—— 1. For firſt, if they have not this power of the Holy Spirit, { 
have the power | they have no power at all. For ¶ Hriſt ſent them, only as his Father 1 
of the Spirit, | ſent him; and ſo Chriſt, never gave unto them, any. earthly or | 
* iſe humane or ſecular power, no power of ſwords or priſons, no power j 

| they have no ot outward conſtraint and violence. Chriſt gave chem. no ſuch out- 7 
| power at all, | ward and Wor/dlypower, for the inlargement of his Kingdom, as 


— 


not being at all ſutable to it. For his Kingdom is ſpiritual; and | 
what can carnal power do in a Spiritual Kingdom? His Kingdom 
is heavenlyand M hat can earthly power do, in a heavenly Kingdom? 
MW His Kingdom is, vot of this World ; and what can Worlaly power do, 
| in a Kingdom that z not of the World? And though Antichriſt, 
and his Miniſters, have arrogated and uſurped, ſuch a carza/and 
earthly and worldly power to themſelves, in their -pretended ma- 
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naging the Kingdom of (hriſt, yet the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt] «| } 
cannot. | | 


And therefore ſeeing the Miniſters of the Goſpel, have no 
power, from beneath, they mult needs have power from on high; 
ſeeing they have no fleſtiy power, they muſt needs have Spiritual 
power; ſeeing they have no power from earth and from men, they 
muſt needs have power from heaven and from God, that is, the 
power of the Holy Spirit coming on them, or elſe they have no 
poWer at all. i = 

2. The Miniſters of the Goſpel, muſt needs have this 2, 
power of the Holy Spirit, becauſe otherwiſe they are not ſuffi- | Withour this 
cient for the Miniſtery. Hor no man, is /#fficient for the work of or WO | 
the Ainiſtery, by any natural parts and abilities of his own, nor | {oe 295 Fe 
yet by any acquiſite parts of humane learning and knowledge, but | Miniſtry. 
onely by this power of the Holy Spirit, and till he be indowed 
with this, notwithſtanding all his other accompliſhments, he is al- 
together inſuſſicient. And therefore the very Apoſtles, were to 
till they were indued wich this power : they were to 
wait at eruſalem, till they had received the promiſe of the ſpirit, 
and not to preach, till then. Vea, ¶ hriſt himſelf, did not betake 
himſelf, to the work of the Miniſtery, till frf, the ſpirit of God 
came upon him, and anointed him to preach, And therefore for 
| *#ir2y years together, he did not preach, publikely and ordinarily, 
till at hu Baptiſm, he received this power of the ſpirit, coming 
on him. Now if Chrif himſelf and his Apoſtles were not ſuffici- 
ent for the Miniſtery till they had received this power from on 
high, no more are any other Miniſters, whatſoever. For as I ſaid, 
it is not natural parts and abilities, and gifts, and learning, and 
f eloquence, and accompliſhments, that make any man ſufficient for 
: the Miniſtery , but only the power of the Holy Spirit coming 
; upon him. So that who ever is deſtitute, of the /pirit of power, 
is goin for the work of the Miniſtery; and that in theſe te- 
rards, | 
| , 1. Without this power of the ſpirit, Miniſters, are utterly un- 1. 
able to preach the Word; that is the true, ſpiritual, and living | They are un- 
| Word of God. For to preach this Word of God, requires the able to preach 
Power of God. One may ſpeak the word of man, by the power of the Word. 
] man: but he cannot ſpeak the Word of God, but by the power of | | 
God. And Chriſt himſelf, in al his Miniſtery, ſpake nothing of 2 
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Cbriſit Spirit a Chriſtians ſtrength, 
himſelf, in the ſtrength of his bhwwoave nature; but he ſpake, al he 
ſpake, by the power of God; and without this power of God, he 
could not have ſpoken one word of God. And ſo in like manner, 
no man is able to preach —4 but by the Holy Spirit, which is 
the power of God. For Chriſt, is the poWer of God ; and can never 
be repreſented, but by the Holy Spirit, which is the power of God. 
For as we ſee light in his /ight, that is, the Father who is Highs in 
the Son who is light; or elſe the Sap who is light, (nghe oly Spi- 
rit who is light; So we know power in his power, that is the don 
who is power, in the Holy Spirit ha is power. And (briſt who is 


— 


by the miniſtration of the ſpirit, which is the power of God. So 
that, it is not an eaſie thing, to preach Chriſt the power of Cod; 


ming upon him. 

2. Without this power of the Spirit, Miniſters are unable to 
preach the word pewerfully. They may, it may be, happen upon 
the ewnrerd word, yet there is no power in their Miniſtry, ti 
have received his power of the ſpirit, comming upon them. Other 
| wiſe, their Miniſtery is cold, and there is no beat in it; it is weak, 

and thete is no ſtremth in it. 2 Wm 

0 — — ops da in it. Whichout —_— 
a paWwyer of the ſbirit, chere is no fie incheir preathing. 
Their winiſt ey, is nk che — of Laa, — 
was as fire; and unhhe 70h — who in his miniſtery was a 

burning and ping light; and unlike Christi, whoſe miniſtery 
made the Diſciples hearts bars within chem; and unlike the A. 
paſiles, who having received this pit, were as men made all of 
fre, running through the world and burning it up. Without 
this ſpirit, a mans miniſtery is cold, it warms the hearts of none, | 
— ames the ſpicit of none, bur leaves men ſtill f-ozen in their | 
ins. 5 | 
2. It is weak and hath no might in it. There is no ſtrength in a 
Miniſtery where there is no ſbirit. Whereas when men have re- 
ceived the ſþirit,chen their miniſtery is a powerful miniſtery;,as Paul 
1 Theſſ. 1.5. The Goſpel came to you not in word oxely, but in power 
and in the Holy Ghoſt ; and therefore in povver becauſe in the Holy . 
Spirit. And again, 1 Cor. 2. 4. Aly ſpeech and preaching was not 
with the entiſing words of mans.wiſdom, but in demonſtration 2 | 
Vis ; 
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And that Miniſtery that is in the ſirit; is alway in po Wer. And 
being in power, it is alwayes effectual, either to convert men 
or to inrage them: And the inraging of men, is as evident a 
ſign of the ſpirit of power in a mans miniſtery, as the converſion 
of men. Whereas a co/d and dead miniſtry that is deſtitute of this 
power, d wenſeto ſay ) neither good nor harm, neither 
converts nor rages, neither brings in righteowſneſz, nor deſtroyes 
ſin, neither k;/s nor quicken: any, but leaves men, in their ela tem- 
per, for many years together, and never ſtirs them. But the mini- 
ſtration of the /pirit and power, is operative and mighty, and car- 
ries all before it. And though evil and carnal men, will ever be 
murmuring, and wrangling, and oppoſing, and contending againſt 
ſuch a miniſtry, yet they are never able to reſiſt the wiſdow 
and ſpirit of it; as thi Libertines, Cyrenians, and Alexan- 
drians, were not able tg,refift, the wi/dow and fpirit by which 
Stephen ſpake. And therefore, let them that will needs be f/v3- 
ving againſt ſuch a miniſtery , know, that they ſtrive "againſt 
more then a meer man, they ſtrive againſt power from on high, 
againſt the greateſt power that ever God put forth; againſt the 
power of Chriſt himſelf, and his eternal pirit, and ſo they 
(hall never be able to prevail againſt this power,; bat (hall 
ſurely ſinkę under it. But to return from whencewehave a little 
digreſſed. | 0 | | 
3. Without this power of the ſpirit, as Miniſters are not able to 
preach the Word, nor to preach it power fully, ſo neither are they 
able to hold out in their miniſtry, and to carry it onſtrongly againit 
all oppoſition and contradiction. Peter and. John preached the of 
pel, but preſently the Rulers and Elders and Scribes convented 
them; and ſtraightly threatned them, and commanded them, not 
to ſpeał at all, nor to teach in the name of peſs. And now if the 
Apaſt ler, had wanted this power of the ſpirit, they would preſent- 
ly, have been /zibd and awed, and | ve ſneaked away, and 
you ſhould have heard no more of them. But they having received 
this power, all the threatuings and ſcornings, of the Rulers and 
Magiſtrates, could not deterr them from the diſcharge of their of- 
fice, and that miniſtery they had received from Chriſt. But though 


prehenſion 


2 


ris and powrer, Where you ſee the ſpirit and power in the work| | 
Eiche Miaiſtery, are alwayes conjoyned, as the Sus and lighe are. | 


before, they were fearful, andtrembling, and daunted at the ap- 
| | C 2 9 
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they are altogether undaunted, and ſaid to the Rulers and El - 


teſt co be obeyed, God or you ? the great and glorious God of hea- | 


or do. We cannot conceal, but muſt publiſh, what we have ſeen 


reſurrection, aſcenſion, kingdom, gloiy, and of that great redemp- 


| of this Goſpel, or of any one eruth of it, though ne ver fo croſ to 


| no. more obedience, then Peter and Fohn did here. We ought to 


| example ofi Peter and Fobn, - who having received this power of 


prehenſion of the leaſt danger, yet now having received this power, 


ders, whether it be right in the ſight of God,to hearken unto you, more 
then unto God, judge ye. As if they (hould have ſaid; Oye Rulers 
and Elders of the people, our caſe is a plain caſe, wherein we are 
moſt willing that even your own ſelves ſhould be Z#dges. For we 
have receiyed a command from God, to preach the Goſpel of his 
Son Feſus Chriſt ; and you forbid us to do that, hich God hath 
commanded us. Now do you your ſelves, be 7udges, who is fit- 


ven and earth, or poor wretched men, ſuch as your ſelves ? Nay, 
what God hath commanded us, we muſt, and will obey, agaiaſt 
all your threatnings and puniſhments, and what ever you can ſay 


and kyown, of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of his incarnation, life, death, 


tion and ſalvation, which he hath wrought and purchaſed for all 
the Elect of God, EX f | 
Now I would to God, that the #»juft commands of all Magi. 
rates, and ſecular Powers whatſoever, might be no otherwiſe] - 
obeyed, then this unjuſt command of the Rulers, was by Peter and 
ohn; and that no man would date to yield. more obedience to 
the creature, then to the Lond of all. 1 | 
For no Princes or Magiſtrates in the world, have any power | 
to forbid the preaching of the everlaſting Goſpel, which God hath 
commanded, ſhould be publiſbed to all Nations, for the obedience of | 
Faith. I ſay, they have no power at all, to. forbid the preaching 


their deſigns, And if they Should, yet herein, ought we to know 


obey God, and not them, and to make known the Whole minde of 
God, though it be. never ſo. contrary to their minde.: After the 


the Holy Spirit, held Mtheir Miniſtery, againſt all the comnter- 
mandi, and threatningsand puniſoments of the Magiſtrates, Where- 
a8, without this power, they had ſoon fainted and failed, and had 
never been able to have gone through with it. 

4. Without this power of the Holy Spirit, Miniſters are not 


able to reprove the werld.. For every man by nature, ſeeks the 
| amil)] 
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not of that ſrength, and reſolution, to contemn the hatred and 
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unto acob hs tranſgreſſion, and to Iſrael his ſin. i 


amity of the world, and no man by his good will, would provoke 
the enmity of it, againſt himſelf. And therefore fleſs and blood, 
will never reprove: the World of fin, but allows it, and counte- 
nances it, in ſin, But now the Spirit When be is come, he Will reprove 
the world of fin. When a man hath this power of the Spirit in him, 
then preſently he reproves and argues the world of ſin, and ſo 
by his miniſtery, bids defiance to the whole world, and provokes 
the whole world againſt bimſelf. And this no man, either can do, 
or dares do, except he be firſt indued, with this power of the Spirit, 
coming on him. _ — = — 4 — verſ. 5 bt 
am full of power by the Spirit of the Lord, ang of judgement and i 

= to declare. unto pacoh his tranſpreſſion, ns Iſraeh his 

In. | uus it 

g The Wor/d; of all other things, cannot indure the reproof of ſon, 
and the declaration of its evil wayes, And therefore it is exceed- 
ingly offended, yea and extreamly rages againſt the faithful reach- 
ers of the Word, with all ſorts of pani/oments and perſecutions, as 
the examples of allthe Prophets, Apoſtles and faithful reachers 
of the Word of God in all ages, do declare. Nes, and Chriſt him- 
ſelf, teſtifies touching himſelf, therefore the World hates me, becauſe 
I teſtifie of it, that the-works thereof. are evil. But now, they that 
willconmve at ſin, and flatter the world in its own. wayes; theſe 
are the onely men of reckoning, and liveiin all worldly Honour 
and: proſperity. And. all ages can witneſs, that a Teachers, ate 


fury of the world; Nay,the moſt are quite overcome, with the pro- 
ſperity of this preſent life, and with the deſire of friends and riches 
and-preferment, and ſo wink at the ſins of the world, and are, Mi- 
niſters in whoſe mouths are 0 reproofs, though the whole world 
lye in Wickedneſs. For, thus they eſcape the rage and violence, 
and obtain the favour and love of the men of this world. And 
thus weak and unworthy are thoſe men, who are onely indued 
with their own Spirits. But now ( ſaith Micah) I am full of pow- 
er by the Spirit.of the Lord, and of judgement and of might, to declare 


As if he ſhould have faid, the power of the Spirit of the Lord 
dwelling in me, puts forth its ſelf, two wayes, in judgement; and 
in fortitude. | | Fx 
1. In judgement, and this ſignifies the reproving and the con- | 
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demning fin and wickedneſa, as the Prophet himſelf explicates, 
ſaying, that I nright declare wnto Jacob his tranſgreſſion, and to I/ 
rael his on. But ſeeing their being full of judgement doth not wane | 
danger, but expoſesa man to a thouſand evils, in as much as the 
World can indure nothing les then the reproof of fi z therefore 1 
— by the power of the Spirit, not onely full of jadgement, but 
al . | | | 

Secondly, full of Might; and ay the Spirit of judgement expo- 
ſes me to danger, ſo the Spirit of might — = — 
thoſe dangers. So that though the world, becauſe of the Spirit of 
judgement, threatens never ſo many evils : yet the Prophet is not 
frighted from his. office, but through the Spirit of might, diſcharges 
it faithfully, in deſpight of all thoſe threatnings. 

And whatever Afarifters, want this Spirit f might, though out 
of danger, they may be: confident, yet at the very firſt incoun- 
ter of evil, they will beud and yreid, and ſpeak and do all things 
for the favour of the world; rather then for the trut hs fake, 

2 expoſe themſelves, to the hatred and oppoſition of the 
WO I \ | - * 44 ' 


| - +54 Without this power of the Spier, they are unable to Wreſtle 


Aud overcome the Devil; ſe ſubtilty, and wrath, and 
malice, and power, they malt needs excomnter with, in the work 
| of che Aue. Chriſt, as ſoon as he was indued with this power, 


and anointed by the ſpirit to preach, was immediately led into the 
wilderneſs, to be temped of the devil, who would fain have taken! 
him off, from the work of the Miuiſtery, if it had been poſſible 
But Chriſt being indued with this power, overcame the divel. And 
Chriſt, before he ſent his Apoſtler to preach the Kindgdom of 
God, as you may fee Luke 9. 1. called them together, and gave 
them power and authority over all devils ; and when they returned, | 
they told him, that the devils themſelves, were ſubject to them. 
But now, the ſeven ſans of Sceva,who were deſtitute of this pow: | 


er, when they took upon them, to call over one, who had an evil 


ſpirit, the name of the Lord feſiuzand to ſay; we achare youby Feſins 
whom Paul preacheth , The evil ſpirit, anſwered and ſaid, eſus . 
know, and Paul I nom, but Who are ye ? and ſo, the man in whom 
the evil ſpirit was, leaped upon them, and overcamethem, and 
prevailed againſt them, and they fled away, naked and wownded. 
Acts 19. So that they being deſtitute, of this power from on high, | 
the 
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Chriſte Spirit 4 Chriſtians ſtrength. 

the devil was preſently too bard for them, and they were overcome 
by the devil. But now, they that are inveſted with this power of 
the Holy Spirit, are able to wreſtle with principalities and powers 
and the rulers 
and to tread Satan him{elf, under their feet. 


tefuffer perſecution for the Word ; but the leaſt tauch of evil, cauſes 
them to pull in their hornes; and each reproach, and oppoſtion, and 
perſecution, ſhakes them down, Whereas this power, makes them 
confident, couragious, comfortable, and invincible, in the midſt 
of all evils. See this in ſome examples. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be- 
ing anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power, did not onely 
reach the truth in his life, but alſo witneſſed a good confeſſion 
ore Pont ius Pilate, and ſealed to the truth with His death. 
Paul. who was indued with the amy power, when eLgabus fore- 
told him by the Hely Spirit his honds at Jeruſalem, and the bre- 
thren hearing it came weeping to Paul, and beſought him to keep 
himſelf out of bonds, by not going up thither, Paul reproved 
them, and told them that he was ready not evely to be bound, but to 
dye at Jeruſalem for the Lord peſiu. Chryſoftome, was indued with 
the ſame power, and fo reſolved to preach the truth, and not to 
depart from the truth, though the Whole World, ſhould wage war 
againſt him alane: And profeſſed, that he deſired nothing more, 
then to ſuffer for the cauſe of Chriſt ; and that if it were offered to 
him of God, whether he would immediately go to heaven, or ſtay on 
earth and ſuffer for Chriſt; he monld a thouſand times rather 
chuſe this latter, then the former. Becauſe in going immediately 
to heaven, he ſhould tek; himſelf, hut in ſtaying on earth to ſuffer 
for ( hriſt, he (hould wholly deny himſelf, and ſeek his honour 
alone. Lether was indued with the [ame ſpirit of power, and ſo 
when he was called to #ormes before the Emperour Charli the 
fifth, and before all the eſtates of the Empire, to render areaſon 
of his Doctrine, and ſome of his friends ( perceiving undue deal. 
ing among his adyerſaries ) perfwaded him not to go, to expoſe 
himſelf to danger ; but he anſwered with a mighty ſpirit, * 7 have 
decreed and am reſolved, becauſe I am called, to go into the City in the 
name of our Lord 7eſus Chriſt, though I knew there were ſo many 
Devils to oppoſe me, as there are tiles on all the houſes of the City. 
And when he was called to return to Fittenberge by the people, 


LN 


of the darkneſs of this world, and to out · wreſtle them, 


Sixthly, without this power of the Holy Spirit, they are unable | 
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Dominus vite 
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dor, Domino 


perdor, id eff 
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un ergo quere 
* 
quem terreas. 


Verum ego ſcio 
& certus ſum, 
leſum Chri- 


bum Deminum 


noſtrum vi vere 
eregnare: qua 
ſcientia & fi- 


I Aucia in flatas, 


non timebo 
etiam multa 
millia Papa - 
rum. Major eſt 
enim qui in 
nobis, quam qui 
in mundo eſt. 


which he could not do without moſt evident and apparent danger, 
he being already condemned by the Edits and Authority both 
of the Pope and Emperour, and ſo in regard of them, could expect 
no leſs then a violent death every day, yet for all this, he was 
reſolved to return to his charge; and upon this occaſion hath 
this paſſage to the Duke of Saxony. * But What ſhall I do ? und- 
voidable cauſes urge me, God bimſelf calls and compelis me, and 
here I will turn my back to no creature. Go to then, let me do it 
in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, Who is Lord both of life and death. A- 
gain, in his anſwer to the Dialogue of Sy{veſter Prierias, who 
had threatned him, he faith, I have not bum that Tran looſe, | am 
the Lords, and if 1 am loſt, I am loſt to the Lord, that is, I am fund. 
eAnd' therefore ſeek ſome body elſe to fright , for me you cannot. 
Again in his anſwer to eAmbroſines Catharinus, he faith of the 
Pope and his Inſtruments, they ſeek. not to overcome me with 
Scripturet, but to deſtroy me out of the earth, but Ihnow and am 
ſure that Chriſt our Lord lives and reigns. eAnd being even filled 
with this knowledge and confidence, I will not fear many thouſands 
of Popes. For greater is he that. is in us, then he that is in the World. 
And again, in his Epiſtle to his Father, he hath this remarkable 
paſſage, Nhat if the Pope ſhall kill me or condemn me below hell! 
He cannot rayſe me up again when I 2 and kill me a ſecond 
and third time. And having once condemned me, I would never 
have him abſolve me. For 1 am confident that the day is at hand, 
wherein that Kingdom of abomination and deſtruction, ſhall be it ſelf 
deſtroyed. But would I might firſt be counted Worthy either to be 
burned or ſlain by him, that 5 my blood might cry the lomder and 
urge his judgement to be the more haſtened. But if I am not worthy 
to teſtifie With my bod, let me at leaſt iutreat and implore this mer- 
cy, that I may teſtifie by my life and Dofrine that Jeſus Chriſt alone 
our Lord,and God bleſſed for ever and ever. 

Calme Melancton wis-indued with the ſame Spirit of power, 


Quid fi me occidat Papa aut damnet ultra Tartara ? n ſu LY 

occidat : damnatum vero ego volo ut-nunquam abſolvat. confido enim, inftare diem illum quo de- 
ſtrnetur regnum illud abomination & perditionts, Utinam nos pi imi digni ſanus, vel exuri vel 
occidi ab eo, quò ſunguis noſter magis clamct, & wrgeat judicium illius accelerart. Sed fr digni non ſu- 
mus ſunguine teſti 
” Þ quod leſus Chriſtus 
I Epiſt. ad Parr. 


and ſo when his enemies — him not to leave him a place 
iſum non ſuſcitabit, nt hi & iterum 


ficari, hauc ſaltem oremus & imploremus miſericordiam, ut vita e voce teſtemur, 
ſolus eſt Dominus & Deus noſter, Benedictus in ſecula ſeculorum. Luther. in 


in 


in all Germany whereon to ſet his foot, he ſaid, avido & tranquillo 
animo expecto exilia. I expect baniſhment With a deſirous and peace 
able mind, . | 1 

Many more Examples might be produced, to ſhow that when 


whatſoever; otherwiſe, when theſe evils encounter them, they 
with Demas leave the Work, and imbrace the World. 

And thus you ſee, what xeceſity all the faithful Miniſters of 
the Goſpel have, of the power of the Holy Spirit coming upon 
them ; and without thispower , though they 
yet they ate none. For without this power, they are unable to 
preach the Word, to preach it powerfully , and to perſevere and 
hold out in the courſe of the Miniſtery ; they are unable toreprove 
the World, to wreſtle with and overcome the Devil; und to 
ſuffer that Per/ecution , which neceſſarily attends that calling. 


but cannot Miniſter to others, the manifold graces of God: 
they may do their own work, but they cannot do God work; 
they may feed themſelves, but not the Flock of Chriſt : they 
may domineer ovet the ſheep, but cannot drive away the 
Wolf: they may build up their n houſes , but cannot build up 
God houſe. | | 
Secondly ; as the Holy Spirit and the power of it, is neceſſary 
for Miniſters, ſo alſo for all other ¶ briſtians whatſoever. 
But ſome here will be ready to ſay, yea, but do all believers, 
receive the Spirit of God, and the power of the Spirit, as Mini- 
ſters do? as 0 80 
Yes, Equally and alike with them, without any difference. This 
is evident, Act. 11.15. where Peter tels the Jews, who con- 


tended with him for converſing and eating with the Gentiles, 


that when he began to ſpeak the Mord to them, the Holy Spirit fell 
on them ( ſaith he) as on us at inning. And again, ver. 17. 
Foraſmuch then as Cod gave i them the like gift as he did unto 
#5, Who believed on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , what was I, that 7 
could withſtand God, So that God gave the Holy Spirit to as 
many Gentiles as believed, in like manner as he lid, unto the A. 
poſtles themſelves: and they received the ſame power of the Holy 
you may 


Spirit coming on them, as the pn. did. Whereby 


perceive 


Miniſters are indued with the power of the Spirit coming on |. 
them, then they are ſtronger then all oppoſition and Perſecution | 


called Miniſters, | 


And ſo Without this power, they may Miniſter to themſelves, -_ / 


8 $6." 
M 4 g g 2 I oY aa. AT... 42 — ws Nt 
' * 'A ; 25 1 Rr > E "Wn 
- Pals x D , ot ft 2 4 r 1 * p 12 * aa ** ** ine C E's e. l IJ9- XS 1 8 55 N ** 
. — * — : ——_ ** by cn I Chas As; K d 4% bv 1 p l . 7 N 
: 0 * by. 3 LE Ce hs. On * e 2398 * * 8 
* * * — v 9.4. Pf. Ur I . * , 8 : 3 
. ” . » amv þ — 1 Fs Es ABER 2 . 2 
. wad 4%. 0 We * ho” The" rer 2 . DES” >. 7» -” n . _ 1 
— — 0 3 ws. a. - a wy — * 5 9 8 D 7 >a 
g 2 
. . . - > + ES : 7 Bi 
. * [4 * * 
3 * 1 % 
. - 45” 
» 
5 — 2 2 
— _— 


8 
2 i 
£ 
* 
- 
- 
Py 


power of it 
ne for 
all Chriſtians, 


#- N a 
* 5 . . . 3 N A 3 
. . 2 4 * 
1 AF, a * e a =" wy * 
r BOP: SY AIRS fs) r Wa , — 
"Hes / 8 Gs; - bu HOP RT Ws LET Og On A 
N 1 W n Ae q L 


| N 22 


1 


The Holß ! 


? \ 
ne ot. N 
„ 2 TW A . 8 
» 4 Wo o 1 % oi 43 WO . 


> 
2 . - 0 7 


Spirit and the} 


| Reſtion, 7 4 


Anſirer. 4 


* 


- 
2 
=. 
4 


r 28 LA tn * r 
A 4 3 8 n PR 
F DONS ES * 


te x Fs 1 
5 ARES e 
2 71 "4 121 134 - 4% s 1 3 * . 
2 : . NN 


Chriſts Spirit a Chriſtians ſtrengtb. | 
perceive that not Miniſters only are Spiritual men, and all others 
temporal, as the Papiſts have taught, and many ſgnorant people 
among ous ſelves, are ſtill perſwaded : but af true Believers are 
| /piritual, as well as they, being born of the Spirit, and Baprized| 
with the Spirit, equally as they are. 

And ſo all true Believers as well as Miniſters being indaed 
with the Spirit; are alſo indued with the power of the Spirit, and | 
ſo have more then an Earthiy power in them. They have all of 
them, power of another nature then the power of the World; 
they partake of ſpiritual, heavenly, and divine power, even of the 
very power of Chriſt himſelf , which infinitely tranſcends all the 
power of the creature. | 

You ſee then clearly, that all faithful Chriſtians, have the 
Spirit of power, and the power of the Spirit coming on them, 
aſwellas Miniſtert. And they ſtand in need of both theſe, for 
theſe cauſes. 

1. They ſtand in need of the Spirit of power, firſt to difference 
and diſtinguiſh them from Reprobates and Devils: for without 
[the gift of the Spirit, there is no difference, between us and 
them. For Michael doth not differ from the Devil, nor Gabriel | 
from Belzeb#b, but only by the Spirit. And Moſer differs not 
from Pharoah, nor Abel from Cain, not Facob from Eſau, nor | 
Peter from Judas, in regard of their ſubſtance, but in regard of 
the Spirit, which the one received, and the other were counted un-. 
worthy of. | 

2. To advance them above the condition of fleſh 4nd blood, 
and above all thoſe, in whom is none of Gods Spirit. The ex- 
cellency of each creature is, according to its Spirit; for the more | 
excellent the ſpirit of the creature is, the more excellent is the 
creature it ſelf; and each creature, is valued and rated according 
to the Spirit of it. Rom excellent then, muſt they be above all the 
morld, who have received the Spirit that is of God? Surely theſe 

are people of the moſt 27 And hence it is, that che | 
righteons- is more excellent then Biueighbour-, becauſe bis ſpirit is 

| more excellent then his neighboxrs. 
3. To wnite them unto Chriſt, The Spirit is the bond of Union 
between the Father and the Son, in the Godhead ; and the Father 

and the Son, are one in the Spirit (as we ſpake before.) And 
— the ſame ſpirit, is our bond of Union with Chriſt, and makes 
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Chriſt,in the unity of God; for as Chriſt, is one with the Father, 
in the Spirit, ſo are we one with Chriſt, in the Spirit: For he 
that is joyned to the Lord,ss one Spirit; and he that is not one Spirit 
with the Lord, is not joyned to him, : 

4. All faithful Chriſtians ſtand in need of the 
Spirit, as well as of the Spirit of power. 

1. To change their nature, which is impoſſible to al power, 
| but the power of the Spirit. It would be a great 
clay into Gold, and a pibble into a Diamond; but it is a greater 
change that is wrought in a Chriſtian, and requires a greater 
power. For the power of the Spirit, when it comes into our 


power ofthe 


him ſpiritual; it finds him earthly, it makes him heavenly; it 


word, it finds him nothing bat a lump of ſin, and makes him the 
righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt. Thus the power of the Spirit, 


the divine nature; as fire makes the Iron in which 
unto iz ſelf, communicating its own nature to it. After this ſort, 
the power of the Spirit changes our nature, and our nature cannot 
be changed without it. But without this power of the Spirit, we 
ſhall always remain the ſame we were born, without any change 
¶ in us, till at [aſt it quite ear out that common natural good, which 
God hath given to every one of us, for the common benefit of 
mankind. -' es. | | 
2. All Chriſtians have need of the power of the Spirit to work 
grace in them. For our natures, are wholly carnal and corrupt; 
and nothing can implant grace in them, bur the mighty power of 
Gods Spirit. And it is as . do ſee the Grace of 
God dwelling in the corrupt f as to ſee the Stars 
grow upon the Earth. And yet the power of the Spirit doth this, 
as it is written, truth ſhall ſpring ont of the earth; and again, 

eat and precious promiſes are made to , that we ſhould be par- 
takers of the Divine nature; and again, be hath predeſtinated us 
that We (hould be conformable to the Image of his Son. That is, as in 

| E 2 | 


[cr wich Cirif;, an Chriſt one with God and —— 


——— change 


fleſh, changes the nature of it. For it finds a man carnal, it makes 
him a drankard, it makes him ſober; an adulterer, it — « 


chaſt ; a ſwearer, it makes him fear an oath; proud, it makes him | 
humble; it finds him darkneſi, makes him light in the Lord; ina | 


changes our whole corrupt nature, and makes it conformable to 
— like 


at all. Vea, our corruption will by daily uſe and exerciſe, encreaſe 
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other things, ſo alſo in all his vertwes, So that the power of the 
Spirit, implants grace in onr nature; and each grace, is ſo much of 
the power of the Spirit, in our fleſb, as was ſaid before, Wherefore 
. we muſt needs learn to know, Whoſe power, the power of grace 
* is. For though grace be a power in our fleſh, it is not the power 

of our fleſh: for Paul ſaith, in me, that ts in my fleſh, d welt no good 
' | ching, but and if, any good, be, in my fleſh, it awels not in my fb, 
but in Gods Spirit which dwels in me. As light, is in the yr, 
but dwels in the Sun, ſo when men are regenerate, good is in the 
fcth, but dwels in the ſpirit. For grace in the ſoul, is nothing but 
ſo much of the power of the Spirit , immediately dwelling and 
working in us; and when the Spirit is gone, all grace goes along 
with him, as all light with the Sun; but it dels in him, and is in- 
ſepararable from him. 

3. All Chriſtians ſtand in need of the power of the ſpirit, to 
* * them to mortiſie aud deſtroy ſin. There is no power in 
our fleſhy ag4i»/t (in; but all the power of our fleſh, is for it: and 
therefore ir muſt be another power, then the power of gur ſteſb, 
that muſt deſtroy ſin, and that can be no other, then the power of 
Gods Spirit. And the power of the Spirit, deſttoys the whole body of 
ſin, and each particular ſtrong corruption. | : 

2 od 1. The Whole body of fin, in all the parts and members and 
© | Thewhole bo; branches of it; each ſeyeral influence and operation of the Spirit, 
# {dy of fin. being a ſeveral deſtruſtion, of tome fin or other. For as the /p 
© rit that is in , luſts after envie, or pride, or vain-glory , or co- 
vetouſneſs, or uncleanneſs, or the like; ſo the Spirit we have of 
God, according to its mighty power, deſtroys all thoſe ſinful 
works of our corrupt ſpirit , and mortiſies all the deeds of our 
31 fleſh, according to that of Paul, if ye mortifie the deeds of the fleſh 
> [Rom.8.13, | by the Spirit, ye ſhall live: The fleſh will never mortihe its own 
IF FA ds, but the /piric muſt mortifie the deeds of the fleſs 5 and this 
will mortifie them, according to the whole Latitude of them. 


. 2. Again, as the of the d pirit ſudues the whole body of 
e articular ſtrong corruption, and 
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Particular ſin, ſo alſo it over- 
4% ſtrong cor - keeps a Chriſtian ffraighi and wpright in the ways of God, Every 
_ [roptions. man hath ſome one corruption, to which by nature he is more in- 
5 clined, then to another, and this is the byas of a man; but the 
{ſtrength of the Spirit, will over. power this. A boul, if it be thrown 


with ſerengtb, knows not its Has, but is carryed on ſtrait, as if it 
| had 
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had no byas at all. So the Godly have till ſome fleſb in them * 
which is their , and carries them from God to themſelves and 25 
the World, but the ſtrength of the ſpirit, takes away this &, and | 
makes us take ſtraight ſteps to God. 
4. All Chrgſtians ſtand in need of the power of the Spirit, to in- 
able them to perform duties, to perform them aright, that is, /pi- 
ritually. For ſpiritual duties, may be performed, tor the outward 
work carnally; and in ſuch duties there is no ſtrength but weak- 
neſs, becauſe there is none of the Spirit in them, For there is no 
power in any duty, except there be ſomething of the /pirit in the 
duty. There is no more power in praying, nor in preaching nor in 
hearing, nor in meditation, nor in reading, nor in reſiſting evil, 
nor in doing good, nor in any duty of andikcation, or of morti- 
fication, then there is of the Spirit in them, _ | 

And according to the meaſure of the ſpirit, in each duty, is 
the meaſure of power in the duty. If there * none of the Spirit 
in a mans duties, there is no power at all in them, but onely weak- 
neſs and deadneſe, and coldneſs, and unpofitableneſs. If a little of 
the ſpirit, there is a little power; if abundance of the Spirit, there 
is great power; and that duty that is moſt /piritual, is the molt 
powerful. And therefore ſaith Paul, I Will pray with the Spirit, 
and I will ſing with the ſpirit; and all the worſhip of the faithful 
is in the ſpirit, Philip. 3, 3. We are the | any ap" which Wor- | 
ſhip God in the Spirit, and have no confidence in the fleſh. So that 
there is no more power in any duty then there is of the Spiritin it. 
and there is no more acceptance of any duty with God, then there 
is of power in it. | | ; 

Fifthly, all Chriſtians ſtand in need of the Power of the Spi- . q 
rit, to inable them to the Ae of the Word, and that both in private, —_ 0 wy 
and in pablique, as occaſion ſerves, - uſe of the 

1. In private; for no man can ſay, that Zeſu is the Chriſt but word. 
by.the Holy Spirit. No man can ſpeak of Chriſt, ſpiritually, but In private. 
by the Spirit; and without this ſpirit, which ſearches the deep |. | 
things of God, and reveals them to us, Chriſtians are Anable to 
give the Senſe of the Word of God in their families, and among 
their friends, and acquaintance, and are alſo aſbamed to do it. 
Whereas the Spirit of God gives both ability, and boldneſs : as | 
Aquila and Priſcilla his wife, did not onely ſpeak the word in | be - 
their family, but alſo took Apollos a-Miniſter, home, when they Ad. 18.26. 
| 1 perceived 
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perceived him ſomewhat ignorant in the wyſtery of Chriſt, and 
inſtructed him in the Way of God more perfectly. 

2. They have need of the power of the ſpirit, to inable them 
to ſpeak the word of God in pwblike, as every Chriſtian may do, 
if he come where people are ignorant of Gods Word, and there 
be no Miniſter to do it. This I ſay in ſuch a caſe he may do by 
vertue of his anointiug with the ſpirit ; And for this you may ſee. 
the practiſe of Stephen and Philip, who were but Deacons, and 
not Elders or Miniſters, and yet publiſhed the Word, where the 
people were ignorant ; yea you may ſee Act. 8, how all the Diſci- 
ples except the Apoſtles, were by reaſon of a great perſecution 
ſcattered throughout the regions of udea and Samaria, and they 
that Were ſo ſcattered, went everywhere preaching the Word becauſe 
the people among which they were, were ignorant, and there was 
no body elſe to do it. And God, having made known (rift unto 
them, they could not, but declare him unto others:the love both of 
Chriſt, and of their bret hren conſttaining them. But this is in caſe 
of neceſſity, and where other fuithful (hriſtians are abſent : other- 
wiſe when Chriſtians are preſent, no man can take that to himſelf, 
withont the conſent of all, which belongs to all, 

Sixthly, all ¶ Hriſtians ſtand in need of this power of the ſpirit, 
to inable them to confeſi the word, before Kings, and Rulers, and 
Magiſtrates, when they are called theteunto. Whereas without 
this power they would tremble, and bite in the truth. In the 10. 
Chap. of Mat. Chriſt tells his Diſciples that they ſhould be brought 
before Governonrs and Kings, for his names ſake. But faith he, ver/. 
19. When they ſhall deliver you up, take no thought, how, or what ye 
ſhall ſpeak; for it ſhall be given you in that ſame hour, what ye ſhall 
ſpeaks For it is not ye that ſpeak, but the Spirit of your Father that 
ſpeakgth in you. Here Chriſt tels his Diſciples that they ſhould be 
brought before great men, yea before the greateſt in the world, 
to give teſtimony to his truth. And ſurely, it is a very hardthing, 
for a man not to be daunted then, hut to be unmoveable, before 
all worldly power and glory, and all the terrible frowns and threats 
of mighty men. Now faith Chriſt at ſuch a time, when you are to 
ſpeak before the armed power of the world, be not troubled be- 

orehand, how, or what to ſay. For if you have Chriſt and his Spi. 
rit in your hearts, you cannot want words in your mouths. And 
| the truth which you profeſs is moſt glorious, when it is molt naked 
| an 
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and deſtitute of the garniſhings of humans eloquence and wiſdom, 
And therefore be not fearful before hand, no nor yet careful, 
touching what you ſhall ſay ; for it ſhall be =_ to you inthat 
ſame hour, in that ſame moment; you (hall have moſt preſent 
help. How ſo ? for it is not ye that ſpeak, but the Spirit of your 
Father that dwelsin you, The ſpirit of truth that dwels in you, 
ſhall inable you to ſpeak the words of truth, when you are called 
to it. And though you, it may be, are plain and meas men, and 
| [your lips would tremble, and be quite cloſed up before ſuch an 
Aſſembly of power, and Majeſty : yet Gods ſpirit ſhall give you 
a mouth to ſpeak, even then. And becauſe, if you were only ſup- 
plied with a mouth to ſpeak at ſuch a time, you would be ready 
to ſpeakraſoly, and le, to the great prejudice, and diſad- 
vantage of the truth, therefo 

but Wiſdom too; and he himſelf will manage his own cauſe with 
jour mouths. And you ſhall ſo ſpeak as all your adverſaries, 


ſo convinced in their conſciences, that their tongues ſhall not know 
what to ſay. You ſhall have, a mouth and wiſdom, and they ſhall 
want both. - * | 


brought before Rulers and Magiſtrates, been able to carry out 


put to ſ/exce and ſbame, as you may ſee in a multitude of examples, 
in the Book of Martyrs. And all this they did, by the power of the 
Spirit coming upon them. | 

Seventhly, and laſtly, all Chri/tians ſtand in need of the power 


re he will give you not only 4 month, | 


ſhall not be able to reſiſt the truth that you ſpeak, but ſhall be | 


And thus, have many poor, mean, ſimple Chriſtians, when 


the truth in that ſrength, that all their adverſaries have been 


7. 


of the Spirit, to overcome affliltious and perſecutions, from which 
it is impoſſible they ſhould be free, in this world, they being con- 
trary to the world, and the whole world to them. A narayal 
man, who hath no ſtrength in himſelf, but his own ſtrength, faints 
them; ſtrength/above natural ſtrengih, frengrhabove the ſtrength 
they indure and overcome, Our ſpirits are weak ſpirits, and are 
conquered by every evil; bat when they are ſtrenghtned, by the 
power of Gods Spirit, they are, over all evils, more then ¶ unquerort. 
And this is one thing obſervable, between natural and /piritual 
ſtrength, in the overcoming, of evil. Natural ſtrengtb ſeeks al-. 
| ways 


and fails under affliction and — : but the faithful have in 


of men, even the ſtrength of the Spirit coming on them, and ſo 
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wayes to throw off the evil, and ſoit prevailes:but ſpiritual trength 
neever ſeeks the removing of the evil, but let the evil be what 
it will, it ſtandt to it, and overcomes it. For the ſtrength of the 
Spirit, is eaſily able to overcome, all evils that can happen to 
fle ſn and bloud, whether they ariſe from earth or hell. And thus 


thoſe bleſſed Martyrs mentioned Hebr. 11. and thouſands and 


ten thouſands of their coxſorts ſince, have overcome, cruel mock 
ings and ſcourgings, and bonds, and impriſonment, and ſtoning, 
and ſawing in ſunder, and (laying wich the ſword, and all the 
woes of poverty and want, and baniſhment, and of living in wil. 
derneſſes and caves, and dens of the earth;theſe and all other evils, 
they have mightily overcome, by this only power, of the Spirit 
comming upon them. Thus we ſtand in need, of the power of the 
Spirit, to overcome affliction and perſecution ; and how much 


power we have, in affiiftion and perſecution, to indure them and 
overcome them, juſt ſo much, of the power of the Spirit, we have, 
and no more. | 

And thus alſo, have I declared unto you what neceſſity, 40 
Chriſtians have, of the power of the Spirit, coming on them 


hortation, | 

The ſecond Uſe, is for information and inſtruction, after this 
manner. If the receiving of the Spirit be the receiving of power, 
then it clearly informs us, that the way to partaks of this power, 
is to obtain this Spirit: and the way to incrliſe this power, is to 
increaſe this Spirit. I ſhall endeavour to ſpeak to both theſe things, 
and ſo ſhall conclude. SETS 

t. The way to obtain this power, is to obtain the Spirit. 

And that we may obtain the Spirit, we mult firſt prepare our 
ſelves to receive the Spirit. | | 

Now this Preparation doth not ſtand (as Papiſts teach,andina- 
ny ignorant perſons among our ſelves think) in /weeping the ſoul 
from fin, and then ſtrewiug it with graces, that ſo we may be fit to 
receive the Spirit. 


owyn, before the coming of the Spirit, but a work of the Spirit, it 
ſelt,after it is come. For no fle/s can clear the ſoul of one ſin, it is the 
Spirit mult do that. 


And ſecondly, for the ſtrewing of the ſoul with grace, neither 
F is 
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as well as Miniſtert. And this was to ſtrengthen the V/e of ex- 


For firſt, the ſweeping of the ſoul from in, is not a work of our | 
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is this a work of our oy», but a work of the Syixit it ſelf, after it is 
come. For the Spirit it ſelf, brings all grace with it, and before 
the comming of the Spirit, there is no grace at all. 

So that, we cannot, by any acts of our own, prepare our ſelves 
to receive the Spirit; but only by the Spirit we prepare our ſelves 
to receive the Spirit. For it is not any work of our own, upon our 
ſelves, but the immediate work of the Holy Spirit upon us, that 
can make us fit to receive himſelf. It lies wholly in his own power 
and goodneſs, firſt to prepare in us a place for himſelf, and then 
after to receive and entertain himſelf, in that place he hath ſo pre- 
pared. Now the Workes of the Spirit, whereby he firſt prepares 
us for himſelf, and hen extertaines himſelf in us, are theſe two 
eſpecially. | : 

1. Heempties us; and 2. he fills us with himſelf, whom he hath 
made empty, 

1. He empties us. And this emptying, is the firſt and chief work 
of the Spirit, upon the Elect, whereby he prepares them to receive 
himſelf. For the more empty a man is of other things, the more 
capable he is of the Spirit. If you would fill a veſſel, with any 
other liquor then it holds, you mult firſt empty it, of all that is in it 
before; if you would fill it with Wine, you muſt empty it of Beer 
or Water, if any ſuch liqour be in it. For two material things, 
cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt in the ſame p/ace, at the ſame time, the ſub. 
ſtances of each being ſafe and ſound. And ſo if the Holy Spirit 
who is God, mult come into us: all mortal and unſtable creatures, 
together with ſin and our ſelves, and what ever elſe is in us, muſt 
go forth. Humane reaſon, and humane wiſdom, and righre- 
ouſneſs, and power, and knowledge, cannot receive the Holy 
Spirit: but we muſt be emptied of theſe, if ever we would receive 
him. | 

We muſt thus ſuffer, our ſelves, to be prepared by the Spirit, to 
receive the Spirit: but with this cation, That wh en the Spirit of 
God hath wrought this in us, we do not attribute it to our ſelves, 
as our ou work, nor think any thing of our ſelves, but deſcend 
into our own meer nothing. Otherwiſe we ſhall be a hinderance 
to the Spirit, that he cannot work in us after a more excellent 
manner, 

And when a man is thus empty of himſelf, and of other things, 
then he becomes poor in ſpirit, and ſuch the Spirit alwayes file 
\ F an 
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Cbriſts Spirit a Chriſtians ſtrength. | 
and deſcends into with a wonderful and unreſiſtible power, 
and fills the outer and inner man, and all the ſuperior and infe- 
— of the ſoul, with himſelf, and all the things of 
od. 

And this is the ſecond work of the Spirit, to fil thoſe whom he 
hath empried. Now the uſual and ordinary means, through which 
the Spirit doth this, are theſe three. 

I. The hearing of the Word preached. But here we muſt diſtin- 
guiſh of the Word. For the Lam is the word of God, but St. Paul 
ſaith that by that word the Spirit is not given, but by the Word 
of the Geſpel. And therefore how beautiful are the feet of them 
that bring the Goſpel of peace | for nothing is ſo ſweet and precious 
as the word of the Goſpel, which brings with it the Holy Spirit. 
This you may ſee Act. 10. 44. where it is ſaid, that whileſt Peter 
yet ſpake, the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them that heard the Word. And 
therefore alſo the Goſpel is called the miniſtration of the Spirit ; 
becauſe as it proceeds from the Spirit, and the Holy Spirit gives 
utterance, ſo it alſoconveyes the Spirit to the faithful. Now the 
gift of tongues and miracles, and other, ſuch like gifts are at the 
preſent ceaſed in the Church: but the gift of the Spirit, is not 
ceaſed; and this, the Lord ſtill joynes with the Miniſtery of the 
Goſpel, that he may keep up in our hearts the due reſpect of this 
ordinance, and may preſerve us, from the wayes of thoſe men, who | 
ſeeeh for the Spirit without the Word. | 

2. Means, is faith in the word heard. For it is not every one, 
that hears the word, that receives the Spirit: but onely they, that 
hear-with the hearing of faith. For if thou hear the word of the 
Goſpel a thouſand times, and wanteſt faith, thou (halt never re- 
ceive the Spirit; for unbeleef, (huts up the heart againſt the Spirit, 
and ever oppoſes and reſiſts the Spirit, and never receives it, But 
faith opens the heart to receive the Spirit. 

By faith, we lay hold on Chriſtin the word: and through out 
union With Chriſt, we obtain the Spirit. For we have not the Spi- 
ric immediately in it ſelf, but in the fle/3 of Chriſt: And when we, 
by faith are made the fleſ> of Chriſt, then we partake of that Spi- 
rit, that dwels in the fleſ» of Chriſt, 

Now through theſe two things, the Ford and Faith, the Spirit | 
communicates to us 4 new birth it begets us unto God; and ſo 


we partaking of the nature of Cod, partake alſo of the 2 - 
; | | 3 2 1. 
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men bur they that are born of God have the Spirit of God. That 
which is born of the fleſt is fleſh, & hath no ſpirit in it; but that Which 
i bore of the Spirit, is ſpirit, and hath ſpirit in it. So that there is no. 
means to partake of the Spirit of God but by being born of God: 
and the means by which we are born of God, are theWord&Faith. 
3. Means is Prayer. For Chriſt hath ſaid, the Spirit is given to 3. 
them that ;ke. And the Diſciples when they were to receive the Prayer 
promiſe of the Spirit, continued With one accord in prayer and ſup- | 
plication. Act. 1. 14. For God who hath promiſed to give us his 
Spirit, hath commanded us to e it: and when God hath a 
minde to give us the Spirit, he puts us in Minde to ask it: yea God 
gives us the Spirit, that by it we may a the Spirit, ſeeing no man 
can ak the Spirit, but by the Spirit. Now in asking the Spirit, 
there is no difference, whether we ak it of the Father or of the 
Son, ſeeing the Spirit proceeds from both, and is the Spirit of both. 
And therefore {hriſ#, promiſeth the ſending of the Spirit from 
both. From the Father, Joh. 14. The Spirit which the Father Will 
\ | ſend in my name. From himſelf, Joh. 16. Except I go, the Comfor- ) 
ter will not come: hut if I go I willſend him to you. So that both 
the Father and the Son, give the Spirit, and it is no matter 
whether we ask him, either of the Father, or of the Son, ſo we 
ask him, of the Father in the Son, or of the Son in the Father. | 
And thus you ſee the way, to obtain this power, is to obtain the | 
Spirit, and alſo by what means this is done. 2. 
3. The way to increaſe this power, is to increaſe the Spirit. The Way to 
And therefore it is as needful fot us, to know the means to in- 3 ehe 7. 
creaſe the Spirit, as to receive it. And they among others aretheſe: * 
I. To continue in the uſe of the Word. As the Spirit is firſt given 
by the word, ſo by the ſame word it is increaſed; and the more 
any Chriſtian is in the ꝝſe of the word, the ſtronger and more 
vigorous and mighty is the Spirit in him: but the »eg/ef of the 
/ word, is the quenching of the Spirit. Let a (briſtian, that is ſtrong 
in the ſpirit, negleR the word a while, and he will ſoon become 
weak, and as a man without ſtrength. For the Spirit, is not be- 
ſtowed on us, but through the word, Mither doth it dwell in us, 
but by the word; and the more the word dwels in our hearts by 
faith, the more the ſpirir dwells in our hearts by the word. And 
according to the meaſure of the wordin us, is the meaſure of the 
Spirit. F 2 2.20 
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2. To increaſe faith. For the more we belreve, the more we 
receive of Chriſt ; and the more we receive of Chri#, the more we 
receive of the /pirit, in Chriſt. For fairh doth not apprehend bare 
Chriſt, but Chriſt with his Spirit, becauſe theſe are i»/eparabl?. 
Now alwayes according to the meaſure of Chriſt in us. is the mea- 
ſure of the /pirit 3 and according to the meaſure of faith, is the 
meaſure of Chriſt in us. 


3. To be much in prayer. For the prayer of the ſpirit, increaſes | 


the ſpirit. The more we have the ſpirit, the more we pray; and 
the more we pray, the more we receive the Sirit. So that when 
we have the Firit in truth, we ſhall have daily, a greater and 
greater increaſe of it, till we be filled with the Spirit. For the 
Spirit comes from Chriſt, in whom is the fulneſs of the ſpirit, 
and carries us back again to Chriſt, that we may receive (till more 
of the ſpirit. And ſo by the Spirit that is in our hearts, we lay 
—_ on the ſpirit that is in (ri, and receive more and more 
of it. 

4. To turn our ſelves daily from the creature to God. For the 
more we inlarge our hearts, towards the creature, the leſs capable 
are we of the Spirit of God. For to live much upon the creature, 
is to live much according to the fleſs, and this que nches and ſtrai- 
tens the Spirit in us. And therefore we mult live ab ſtractediy from 
the creatures; and ſo »/e them, as if we did not uſe them: and ſo 
minde them, as if we did not minde them: and abandon the contents 


and ſatisfactions of fleſh and blood, and wear our ſelves from all | 
things but the neceſſities of nature. And the more free and looſe 


we are from the creature, the more capable are we of Gods ſpi. 
rit, and the operations of it. He that lives at greateſt diſhence from 
the world, and hath leaſt communion with the things of it, hath 
alwayes the greateſt proportion of Gods Firit. For as the Apoſtle 
faith, If any man love the World, the love of the Father ( that is, the 
Holy Spirit) 2 not in him: ſo, if any man love the Father, the 
love of the world is not in him: now the more, any one loves the 
Father, the leſi he loves the World: and the /eſs he loves the world, 
the more the Sirit dwels ig him. | 

5. To ceaſe daily from dur own Works, The more we act our 
ſelves , the leſs doth the Spirit aR in us. And therefore we mult 


muſt from day to day, ceaſe from our ]- works, from the op: 
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to the principles of the divine nature. But our oWn Works, are 
. | alwayes a mighty impediment, to the operations of the Spirit. 


{own works, and acknowledge that we our ſelves are nothing, and 


feſt out ſelves, hat ever. we do is fle/bly, ſeeing the effect cannot 
e better then the cauſe. And if we mingle, the works of our 
fleſh, with the works of Gods Spirit, he will ceaſe from working 
in us. But the /e/5 we act in our ſelves, according to the principles 
of our corrupt natare, the more will the ſpirit act in us, according 


6. To encreaſe the ſpirit in us, we muſt give up our ſelves to the 
Spirit, that he only may work in us, without the leaſt oppoſition and 
reſiſtance from us. That, as the ſoul acts all in the boch, and the 
body doth nothing of it /e/f,but is ſubjeR to the ſoul in all things: 
ſo the ſhirit may do all in us, and we may do nothing of our ſelves 
without the Spirit, but be ſubject to the Spirit in all its operati- 
ons. For the Spirit of God, cannot work eæcellentii in us, except 
it work all in all in us. And in ſuch a man, in whom the Spirit 
hath ful power, the Spirit works many wonderful things, that he 
according to humane ſenſe is ignorant of. For as the ſoul, doth 
ſecretly nouriſh, and cheriſh; and refreſh the body, and diſperſes 
life and ſpirits through it, even when the body is aſleep, and nei- 
ther feels it, nor kxoWs it: ſo the Holy Spirit dwelling in the 
ſoul, by a ſecret kinde of operation, works many things in it, for 
the guickning, and renewing it, whilſt it oftentimes for the pre- 
ſent, is not 10 much as ſenſible of it. 0 

7. The ſeventh means, to encreaſe the ſpirit, is to attribute the 
Works of the ſpirit to the ſpirit, and not to our ſelves. For if we at- 


| Spirit, the glory of his oW# works, he will work no longer in us. 
Wherefore we muſt aſcribe unto the Spirit, the whole glory of his 


can do nothing: and that it is he only, that 25 all in all, and Works 


the Spirit in us, muſt ſo remain, as if we Were and wrought no- 
thing at all; that ſo, all that is of fleſ and blood, may be laid 
low in us,and the Spirit alone may be exalted : firſt to do all in us: 
and then, to have al the glory, of all that is done. 


tribute to the fleſh, the works of the Spirit: and take from the | 


all in all: and we aur ſelves, among all the excellent works of | 


And thus you ſce the means to excrea/e the Spirit, and ſo 
. | conicquently /?rength, as well as to get it. And by the daily ſe 
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one end muſt not be the Tan harr of our own en, For we being | 


* 


[ 
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of ſpiritual ſtrength, that we may walk, and not be Weary : and 
may rum and not faint, and may mount up as Eagles, yea, ind may 
walk as Angel among men, and as the powers of heaven upon 
earth, to his praiſe and honour, who firſt communicates to 
us his own ſtrength, and then by that ſtrength of his own, 
works all our works in us: And thus is he glorified in his Saints, 


and admired in all them that believe. 
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